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papers, he perceived that the Governor had ap- 
yoved of the course of General Gaines. 
pression Was that General Taylor had been sur- 
rounded, and that the Mexican army had received 
jarze reinforcements. The dangerous position of 
the American army occasioned great anxiety, and 
the universal impression was that General Gaines | 
had acted with commendable promptitude and dis- 
cretion. He saw that, at a public meeting, Gene- 
ral Gaines had received the applause of the people. 
Ihe transcended his authority, he was responsible 
to the Executive Government. No doubt he acted 
from the most patriotic motives, and the men raised 
by his activity and exertions had rendered essen- | 
tial aid to the operations of General Taylor. 


The im- \ 


Mr. WEBSTER. Where did he get the com- || 


yssions? 

2 Mr. JOILNSON, of Louisiana, could only state 
that the Government had approved of his conduct 
in raising the troops, with the exception of the 
reviment of mounted gun-men. 

Mr. WESTCOTT was opposed to the resolu- 
tion, and would state a fact which had no little 
weight in influencing that opposition. Although 
censure was disclaimed by the mover of the reso- | 
lution, the effect would unquestionably amount to 
censure. The people of his (Mr. W.’s) State 
would not forget the fact to which he alluded. Di- 
rectly after the Seminole war broke out, the hon- | 
orable Senator from Michigan, being then at the | 
head of the War Department, General Gaines, act- 
ing in the true spirit of the patriotic soldier, acted | 
precisely as he has done now. When his country 
called him to the rescue, without waiting for leave 
trom the War Department, he appealed to his fel- 
low-citizens of Louisiana, raised eleven hundred 
men, and, placing himself at their head, that old | 
veteran, with his knapsack on his back, marched 
seventy miles on foot, through the swamps of | 
Florida, to render aid to the Amer‘ean army. 

ASENATOR. Did the Government approve | 
of his conduct? 

Mr. WESCOTT. Certainly, and the troops 
commanded by General Persifer Smith, lately ap- 
pointed colonel of the new regiment of mounted 
rilemen, (under General Gaines,) were paid by the 
United States. Had General Taylor been defeated, 
onthe Rio Grande, General Gaines having remained 
inactive, the latter would have been censured, and 
censured deservedly. 
ators, sitting two thousand miles and upwards 
from the seat of war, to talk about the necessity of 
formal orders from the War Department; but they 
who lived on the frontier-—they who have some | 
practical knowledge of these things—regard the 
matter ina different and juster light. Suppose a | 
foreign Government should now step forward to | 
the aid of Mexico; suppose that in carrying out | 
the principle announced in the French Chamber | 
by the Minister, that he would not suffer Mr. Polk 
to take too large a slice of Mexico, that a fleet 
should be sent to our coast, and was hovering | 
avout the Balize, or Pensacola, what would be 
thought of the naval commander on that station 
who would quietly wait till he heard from Mr. Sec- 
retary Bancroft, or Mr. Secretary Marcy, and the 
President, before he took upon himself the respon- 
sibility of making any preparatien to defend the 
country from invasion? He (Mr. W.) had been 
under the impression that there was an act of Con- 
gress authorizing the commanders of military and 
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Mr. WEBSTER again rose, and said that he 
was desirous only of being understood on this sub- 
ject, both in pomt of law and fact, and would 
commence his remarks by a renewed declaration 
that he meant to pass no judgment on General 
Gaines—none at all. So far as the transaction 
now disclosed itself, it must be admitted that it 
was extraordinary. He could hardly imagine that 
General Gaines would be unable to show sorte 
authority—some justification—some sanction for 
his conduct, and he was very much the more in- 
clined to entertain an opinion of that kind from 
what had been suggested by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Michigan when he last addressed the 
Senate. The order which was the subject of the 
remarks which that gentleman had submitted was 
issued by General Gaines on the 20th of May, 
calling out four or five regiments—an order not 
addressed to the Governor of Louisiana or any 
other State—no call for the militia of the States— 
in short, no calling out of anybody properly speak- 
ing, but an effort and attempt to enlist in the ser- 
vice of the United States, for a term of six months, 
these five regiments. "That order, it was to be re- 
membered, was dated at New Orleans after the 
result of the battles on the Rio Grande must have 
been there known. But that was not the point to 
which he now wished to call the attention of the 
Senate. It was said that some previous call, made 
in the same way by General Guines, had received 
the approval of the President of the United States, 
and he (Mr. W.) would be very glad to be inform- 
ed by the honorable Senator from Michigan whether 
that were so or not? 

Mr. CASS. The three first companies were re- 
ceived by the President—al!l that were called out 
before the 11th. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that the President had 
approved of all the previous calls except that for 
mounted gun-men. The news of the battle reached 
New Orleans about the 20th, and with that intelli- 
gence came also the news that Paredes was ad- 
vancing with an army of 15,000 men. General 
Gaines, who had a sanction for all that he had 
previously done, with the exception of the call for 
a particular class of troops, then attempted to raise 
troops to mect the new emergency. 


Mr. WEBSTER resumed his remarks. All 


| correct reasoning (he said) must be based upon a 
It was all very well for Sen- || 


somewhat accurate statement of the facts. The 
honorable member from Michigan had said that if 
the President of the United States had done that 


which appeared to have been done by General 


| those cases. 


| entirely different complexion. 


Gaines, he would deserve impeachment, and would 
be impeached to-morrow. Now, he (Mr. W.) 
wanted to know one thing. It was said that there 
were some previous calls which had received the 
approbation of the President of the United States. 
Now, he wanted to be informed of the nature of 
Were they requisitions on Governors 
of States for militia ? 

Mr. SEVIER replied in the negative. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Well, if that were so, it did 
certainly appear to him, that this fact gave an en- 
tirely different complexion to the whole thing—an 
If General Gaines, 


| on his own discretion, raised troops, and mustered 


naval stations to call upon the Governors of the |, 


“tates for aid in cases of emergency. He might | 
be in error. He had looked for the act, but had 
Hot been able to find it that morning. 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked that General Gaines 
had not called on the Governor of the State, but 
iad raised the troops on his own authority. 

Mr. WESTCOTT proceeded. He had not been | 
= to find in the Constitution that the President | 
‘lone had the power to make requisitions for mili- 
ia. It was Congress that had that power. 
oan W. concluded by myn that he would not | 
oan orany resolution which, even by implication, | 

“* censure upon the gallant old veteran, who was | 


ae beloved in the South and Southwest than any | 
other officer of the army. | 


o9 


them into the service of the United States, without 
authority of law, and without the previous direc- 


tion of the President, and the President approved | 


his conduct subsequently, in those three instances, 
what in the world was to be said when he did the 
same thing in the fourth instance, and the Presi- 


|| dent did not approve of it? They were thus turn- 


ed back to the source of this great irregularity; and 
he was therefore not satisfied at all with the words 
of the resolution then on the table. If the troops 
had been called out illegally, they had been called 
out illegally by the President, beyond all question. 
What was it but a levying of troops for a pro- 
visional army without authority of law? Blow 
were these troops to be officered? How were 
they to be paid? He repeated that it was a most 
extraordinary position. 
to look to it—to let them see that in this emergency 
of a sudden war they did not suffer all provisions 
of the Constitution, and all enactments of law, to 


He called on gentlemen , 
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be set aside under a loose idea of an overwhelming 
present necessity. He called on gentlemen to con- 
sider that. If General Taylor found himself ina 
position of danger, why was he put into it by the 
Government? He went there by orders. He went 
where he was told to go, and were they now to say 
that another General, with no more authority than 
he (Mr. W.) or the honorable member from Ar- 
kansas, should raise a military force and go to his 
rescue, because the Government had not sagacity 
enough, and foresight enough, and energy enou rh, 
to place him in security against sudden attack ? 
Every development in this business—every stage 
in the development, showed that it was a matter 
well deserving of the most serious inquiry. If the 
President of the United States, without authority 
of law, accepted the services of these volunteers, 
coming into the service of the United States, upon 
no basis but the requisition of a major general, he 
had violated the law—he had put himself in the 
category imagined by the honorable Senator from 
Michigan. It was a very grave matter indeed—a 
veryv grave matter, 

le was willing that the resolution should pass. 
But it did not fo fir enough. For one, he would 
not be content until this matter had been sifted to 
the bottom. He destred to know whether, under 
the fog or smoke of a war which this country had 
power enough to carry on till it accomplished all 
Just objects without any excessive authority, with- 
out any violation of law, without any danger of 
invasion upon principle or practice; whether, under 
the smoke and noise created by these circumstances, 
constitutional provisions and positive enactments 
of law had been disregarded, and he was deter- 
mined that it should be known. He had one 
word to say to the honorable member from Flort- 
da. There was no sort of difficulty in understand- 
ing the Constitution and law in this matter. The 
Constitution said—what? It said that the Presi- 
dent should have power to call out the militia to 
repel invasion, suppress insurrection, and execute 
the law; a power had been conferred on Congress 
to pass proper laws for carrying out the provisions 
of the Constitution. Well, his friend from Flori- 
da certainly remembered that it was not under that 
naked power of the Constitution that the President 
proceeded. At an early day Congress exercised 
the authority thus conferred on them by the Con- 
stitution, and passed a law—the law of 1795— 
which he held in his hand, and which read as fol- 
lows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
whenever the United States shall be invaded, or be in immi 
nent danger of invasion from any foreign nation or Indian 
tribe, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States 
to call forth such number of the militia of the State or States 
most convenient to the place of danger, or scene of action, 
as he may judge necessary to repel such invasion, and to 
issue his orders for that purpose to such officer or officers 
of the militia as he shalj think proper.”? 


That was the act which provided for exercising, 
on the part of the President, the power which 
Congress was authorized to exercise by the Con- 
stitution. Certainly it was in vain for them to dis- 
pute there whether they should raise five regiments 
or ten regiments—whether they should call out the 
volunteers, as they were called, 50,000 or 100,000, 
if the President himself, by his own authority, or 
through one of his military officers, could call out 
just as many as he pleased, and if called out by 
another in any number, could receive them into 
the service of the United States. As he said, he 
would make no opposition to the resolution. He 
was rather inclined to let it pass. _When General 
Gaines came to Washington, he (Mr. W.) would 
desire to know whether the call, so much com- 


plained of, had been made just exactly as those 


which received approbation. If General Gaines 
could say so, the whole affair would assume a new 
aspect. 

Mr. HOUSTON regretted that the debate had 
taken such a discursive range. He would not pro- 
tract it. He did not think the subject of the reso- 
lution was a proper subject of discussion there. 
It was matter for a court-martial. He could not 
believe but that General Gaines acted in a spirit of 
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woper devotion to his country, and it was not 
Ficely that he would commit an error except by ac- 
cident. When the call was made, it was simulta- 
neous with the report that Paredes was advancing 
with a great force. Detached as he was, the Gen- 
eral may have violate d the rules of war. But could 
he have waited tll Congress acted? No. Hts duty 
was clear in the emergency. As the lieutenant 
of the Executive, he had an undoubted richt to 
make the requisition. If he was satisfied that the 
emergency require d it, it was his duty to actas he 
had done. Even if he had transcended his orders, 
the action of the Government subsequently in ap- 
roving’ W h it he had done, made it kk ral, of course. 
Pet ull the facts were before the body, it was not 
proper to be roing into idle spe culation or diseus- 
sion of the matter. It was not just or necessary 
to arraien officers before that body until they had 
full POSSCSSION of all the facts. He could not be- 
lieve thet General Gaines had acted in any man- 
ner inconsistent with patriotism and honor. In 
voting on the resolution, he did not conceive that 
he impugned the conduct of General Gaines. The 
purest motives, he was confident, had actuated that 
officer. Ele had felt all the southern excitement 
aratnst the insidious character of the Mexicans. It 
was only fair to jadge General Gaines according to 
the circumstances in which he was placed. He 
(Mr. H.) deprecated any judgement in the case in 
advance of proper inve tivation. General Gaines 
had always been for his country, ready at any time 
to sacrifice his life in its defence. Till he stood 
convicted of some criminal design, he (Mr. H.) 
would always be prepared to excuse if not to com- 
mend General Gaines. If the troops had been 
called out to repel invasion, direct or feared, he was 
ready to stand by him who called them out, no 
matter who he was. As to whether the Executive 
transcended his powers in sending troops to the 
Rio Grande, that was a question to be discussed in 
its proper place. Of one thing he was well as- 
sured, that no compromise short of the Rio Grande 
would stand. 

Mr. MANGUM could not vote for the resolu- 
tion. It could have only two objects—one, the 
prevention of any illegal requisitions for troops ; 
the other, to censure General Gaines. As to the 
former, the law was complete already ; and the pro- 
vision of the House bill would render it still more 
effectual. As to the other object, he was entirely 
opposed to it. The whole country would pro- 
nounce a verdict in favor of the individual now 
sought, it would appear, to be made a victim. 
General Gaines was not responsible to Congress. 
He was responsible to the Executive ; and, as had 
been properly remarked by the Senator from ‘Tex- 
as, he ought to be dealt with by a court-martial. 
Let them look into the matter in view of General 
Gaines’s responsibility to military law. If the Ex- 
ecutive had approved of part of his conduct—of 
one act—how could he call him to account for 
another act of the same character? They had 
been blowing hot and cold, all the time, on this 
Mexican question. reese that the struge¢le had 
been protracted, and these troops—irre vularly 
called out as they may have been, (he pronounced 
no opinion on that point)—had come in the nick 
of time, and saved the honor of the country, where, 
then, would have been heard a murmur of dis- 


satisfaction with the conduct of General Gaines? | 


Had the rumor which impelled General Gaines to 


act turned out to be true, and that officer had re- ; 


mained silent and inactive—the army overwhelm- 
ed—every man in America grieving for our dis- 
honor—would not the indignation of the nation 
have burned against General Gaines with a fury 
greater even than that of his most violent enemy ? 
He (Mr. M.) could well conceive cases where 
there is a law of necessity exercising irregularity 
in the mode of meeting the urgent danger. If 
General Gaines was culpable—if the President 
was himself involved in that culpability—he (Mr. 
M.) must be satisfied that that law of necessity 
did not exist before he could cast censure on any 
one. At the proper time, if there was any neces- 
sity for the interference of Congress, he doubted 
not there would be a communication from the Ex- 
ecutive. He trusted that the resolution did not 
come from the Executive, but from the sense of 
what was ep in the bosom of the Senator from 
Michigan himself. 


Mr. BAGBY said, that with regard to the milita- | 


ry character of General Gaines, it was confessedly 
beyond the reach of time or accident. The only 





question was as to the propriety of his course in 
calling for these troops. General Gaines had been 
, officially informed that the entire control of the op- 
erations of the army on the Rio Grande had been 
given to General Taylor, and that he was to refrain 
from all interference with it; and that was done 
without the slightest derogation from the character 
of General Gaines. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts had intimated his desien to have this matter 
probed to the bottom. When it was so probed, it 
would be found that General Taylor had been in- 
trusted with the entire conduct of the war. As to 
the approval of some of the acts of General Gaines, 
he, (Mr. B.,) as one of the representatives of the 
State which first responded to the cail, had been at 
| gome pains to ascertain the facts. One company 
was near the seat of war before the news came to 
the departments; but it had been raised under a 
requisition on the Governor. It could not fora 
moment be supposed that the mover of the resolu- 
tion entertainec any unworthy motive in seeking 
this inquiry. That was entirely impossible. It 
had been solemnly disclaimed. “He himself (Mr. 
B.) had the honor of being numbered amongst the 
personal friends of General Gaines. But whilst he 
entertained the most profound respect for that brave 
and patriotic man, he still felt it to be his duty to 
second this inquiry into this call for volunteers, 
hoping that some lecislation would follow to pre- 
vent in future any abuse of military authority. 
Mr. ARCHER was amazed at the course pur- 
sued on this resolution. Was this a question 
whether a military officer of the United States sent 
relief to a portion of the army on the frontier? No. 
On the very spot—the very scene of danger—was 
an officer clothed with full authority to act. Gen- 
eral Gaines had not even made a requisition on the 
Executives of the States. He had raised an army 
on hisown hook. He had called out troops on his 
own authority, when the Governor of the State was 
within a few yards of him. Therefore, it was in 
view of this unparalleled outrage on the laws—this 
exercise of the power of an autocrat, that he (Mr. 
A.) was astonished at the tenderness with which 
the subject had been handled on both sides of the 
House. It was said that the time was not ripe for 
discussion, and yet these gentlemen thus speaking 
had gone as fully as possible into the vindication 
of this military officer. No man could mistake 
the motives of the opposition to the resolution. 
The Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] had gone 
still farther, and had made an amendment altogether 
irrelevant—bearing just as much on the resolution 
as on the Oregon question. He would ask if that 
proposition was fit to be submitted by a Senator 
of the United States? He (Mr. A.) had been anx- 
ious to find excuses for the conduct of General 
Gaines. He had been willing to avoid this dis- 
}eussion; but others had a different notion of what 
was fair, and reasonable, and just. It was prepos- 
terous to suppose, as some had argued, that the 
Senate of the United States should not exercise in 
this case its authority as the guardian of the Con- 
stitution and laws. Could General Gaines be vin- 
dicated without the passage of some such resolu- 
tion? And, for fear of touchine General Gaines’s 
military reputation, were they to be dumb as legis- 
'lators and deaf as patriots ? Were they to refrain 
from sifting that weightier matter alluded to by 


To his inexpressible astonishment, a friend near 
him [Mr. Manevm] had desired to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, and thus stifle all inquiry. 
Mr. MANGUM entirely disclaimed any such 
an idea. He had again and again said that he 
, considered the matter as now the subject of inquiry 
by the Executive. He had expressed his willing- 
ness that the resolution be laid on the table. 
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ginia, who last spoke. He contended that the 
object of the resolution was to censure 
who had done his duty to his country, he 
true that General Gaines had not been permitts : 
to command the forces in his own district, 4) 
knew that; and lest General Gaines, the super ; 
officer, should interfere, he receives official orion. 
to desist from any control of the operations of ‘| ; 
army on the Rio Grande. Well, he sulsmnity 
General Taylor was clothed with authority to es’ 
for militia; but, underrating the streneth of 4), 
enemy, refrained from exercising it, till he was 
surrounded, and his supplies cut off. They |, 
called for help. And yet, at a crisis like that, they 
were talking about the fear of obtaining the assici 
ance so much needed. But a gallant officer, wiyo 
had gone through two wars, and had received 4), 
thanks of Congress, and wore a sword, the eift of 
a grateful nation, promptly stepped forward ay 
did simply what his duty and the exivency 
manded. And for this he was to be censured 
He raised the troops. What he did was in pa 
A portion of this force, thus raised. 
reached Point Isabel in time to render succor to 
the army. And for that, General Gaines was to 
be censured! If the resolution had any other 0! 
ject, he could not see it, and it had not yet been 
pointed out. Mr. S. then went on to defend the 
propriety of his amendment, which had been as- 
sailed by the Senator from Virginia. If General 
Gaines was to be overhauled, he (Mr. 8.) thous 
that it was only fair to examine into the conduct 
of his superior officer. Efe had heard of a let 
to the War Department from General Scot, anid 
he desired to know something of that correspond- 
ence. 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON here asked, if the Sens- 
tor would accept the following modification of |, 
amendment; which was read by the Secretary: 
‘And with a copy of any letter or letters w 
ten by General Scott to General Taylor, by 
direction or with the knowledge of the Secretary 
of War. : 
‘And that the President also be requested to 
further inform the Senate whether any order was 
at any time given by the President or Secretary of 

War to General Scott, to proceed to the Rio 

Grande, or to take the command of the army; and 
if so, to communicate a copy of that order; and 
whether he has not been daily engaged in thie dis- 
charge of indispensable duties at Washingion, 
under the direction, and by the expressed wishes, 
of the Secretary of War, and how he has bee 
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|, engaged; and whether General Scott has not ten- 


the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. WexstTer ?] 


Mr. ARCHER thought that that was equivalent | 


to stifling inquiry. What, after all, was the enor- 
mous result to which this doctrine went? One 
Senator [Mr. Houston] announced that success 
in this war was to be a mantle for everything. 
Therefore, no sort of inquiry was to be had into 
the breach of the laws and usurpation of the Con- 
stitution. He (Mr. A.) was as proud as any one 
of the glory of the American arms; but if victory 
was to reap for their generals exemption from the 
criminality of a violation of the laws, his rejoicing 
would be turned into a widely different feeling. 
He hoped the resolution would pass. The facts 
must go—they should go—to the people of the 
United States. 


My, SEVIER replied to the Senator from Vir- 


| dered himself to the Department of War as ready 
|} and willing to take the command of the army to 
| prosecute the war against Mexico, whenever tv 
| President should require his services; and whether 
| he has not asked that command as due to him from 
| his rank in the army.” 
Mr. SEVIER. I accept it with great ple asure, 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, remarked, that 
General Gaines had called out the militia of Lou- 
| isiana with the approbation of the Governor of 
that State, as expressed at a public meeting. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, was opposed to 
the original resolution. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts had desired information with respect 
the order of the 20th May, and he (Mr. J.) would 
desire to furnish it. The order which had origi- 
nated the proposed inquiry was dated the 2th 
| May, and its substance, as found in a statement 

handed him by the Senator from Michigan—who 

probably had obtained it from the department— 

[Mr. CASS. * Certainly.’’]—was as follows. Phe 

Senator from Massachusetts desired to know 1 
that had been sanctioned by the President. | Mr. 
Jounson then read from the letter from the War 
Department, stating that the call for volunteers, 
with the exception of the mounted gun-men hac 
been approved.] The act of 1795 authorized the 
| President, in the event of invasion, to call on th 
Executives of the States, for such aid as was lie 
cessary. Now there was no clause there author 
zing the President to delegate that power. So! 
as General Gaines was concerned, when he mac 
the call of the 20th May, he had received no com 
munication expressive of disapprobation of wis 
he had done. The letter from the department 
dated the 18th, only two days before, and coi 


|| not have reached him till seven or eight days aiter 


wards. He exercised a power which he had ex: 
ercised in an honest discretion on former occasio', 
for instance during the Seminole war, when 
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Senator from Michigan was, if he (Mr. J.) recol 
lected aright, at the head of the War Department. 
Was he censured then ? And had he not done 
the same thing in 1842, when Texas was invaded ? 
Yes—and was he censured then? 





Just as it was 
proposed to censure him now, by saying that he 
ad acted irregularly, but the troops called out by 
him were taken into the service and paid by the 
[nited States. It was a very easy thing to form 
a cool judgment after the fact has occurred. The 
vdings of the victories of the 8th and 9th of May 
came upon some In that chamber with unexpected 
delieht. ‘The whole Union beat with anxious ex- 
ooetation of the fate of their army. Men high in | 
wthority conceived that there was imminent dan- 
ver, even after these victories; at all events, before. 
if General Gaines had had the means to send re- 
lief to General Taylor then, and had not sent it, 
wad the army had been cut up, all would have 
heen indignant in the extreme, and the Senator | 
fom Michigan, acting under a right impulse, 
would have been among the first to call him to ac- 
count. self-defence was the first law of nature. 
In conflict with a foreign Power, the nation was 
asone man. Force, in such cases, was employed 
iy spite of law—instinctively. With entire respect, 
ne would state that the amendment of the Senator 
fom Arkansas was quite irrelevant. It assumed 
that there had been certain correspondence. Why 
should they step in and exercise in advance the 
fynetions of the Executive? ‘This call for inquiry 
was made at the instance of the Senator from Mi- 
chizvan himself alone. What was its ostensible 
‘ject? To prevent the muster of men without 
authority. But that could not be effected by the 
resolution. ‘I'he act was either officer-like or un- 
ofieer-like. It was for the Executive to ordera 
court-martial in sucha case. But the Executive 

d sanctioned the acts in question! Gen. Gaines 
would say to the court-martial: ** 1 did the same 

ng in 1836, in 1842—sanctioned by the Presi- 
dent—sanctioned by the War Department—sanc- 
ioned by Congress. And in this very letter dis- 
approving of one of my orders, the others are 

tioned!” In what an awkward predicament, 
tien, would the Executive be placed if General 
Gaines were on trial before a court-martial? He 
did not want to step in between the Secretary , 
aud President, and this Major General. Let thera | 
settle the matter if they had anything to settle. 
How did the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Arncuer] | 
know that the President would not order a court- 
martial ? 

Mr. ARCHER. He has not done so. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is that a proof that he will 
not. As to the correspondence referred to between 
General Seott and the Department, it had been said 
ii the newspapers that there was an angry corre- 

ondence going on; but he did not know anything 
ofthat. But was it designed to legislate General 
Scott out of office? Was it intended to teach him 
how to cenduct his correspondence? Was he to be 
structed to write only in honied sentences? If 
General Scott had acted wrongly, let the Executive 
call him to account. ‘The President must assume 
(iat responsibility. He (Mr. J.) would leave the 
whole matter in the hands of the Executive. 

Mr. WEBSTER followed. He dissented from 
the broad ground taken by the last speaker in de- 
lence of everything done merely because war ex- 
ited. He did not suppose that in the history of 
tree government, from the earliest time down to that 
memorable hour when Washington was called on 
‘0 assume military authority for the public good, 
that that power was ever given except for the de- 
lenee and security of the general weal. He felt 
convinced that his friend, who wasa good lawyer, | 
would, on reflection, reverse his opinion. Under the 
Vonstitation which so sedulously guarded against 
military power—which everywhere exhibited such 
“read of it—they could raise armies, but had nothing 
‘odo with the militia, except in cases of invasion 
°r insurrection, or to aid in the execution of the 
‘aw. And was the whole sum of it only this— 

iat the Constitution and laws are to be only agen- 
tral rule, and that above that there is another and 
}aramount law? He was sure that the Senator 
cid not mean to assert such a principle. 

Mr. ARCHER. He has asserted it very often | 
ii the course of his speech. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Sir? 
_ Mr. ARCHER. He has asserted it very often | 
in his speech. | 

Mr. WEBSTER. If he had not, I should not | 


have felt constrained to make these remarks. Mr. 
W. then went on to refute the arzument of the 
Senator from Maryland. He rejoiced in the sue- 
cesses of the American arms. But such successes 
might be too dearly bought. Military glory was 
valuable only when it was achieved under the Con- 
stitution and laws. He had no applause to bestow 
on victories gained above the law. Their own 
, rights and liberties were to be protected. That 
protection was infinitely more valuable than the 
successful issue of any battle. A hundred men 
might be found able to repair the disasters of a de- 
feated army; but who was he, if they suffered the 
great fundamental principles of civil liberty to be 
thrown down, who was he who should rebuild 
them? After some additional remarks, the honor- 


, able Senator concluded by pointing out the evil 


consequences which might have resulted from this 
unauthorized call. Had the General been a young- 
er and more ambitious man, instead of sending the 
troops, he would have led them; and, instead of 
leading them to the theatre of war, he mivht have 
taken them whither his own ambition directed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, rose to reply. 

Mr. ARCHER. Will the gentleman stand a 
little further back? I wish to hear him distinctly. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Does the Senator desire to 
reply to me? 

Mr. ARCHER. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
proceed now. 

Mr. ARCHER. I shall. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then to give you an oppor- 
tunity, and as I desire to respond, I move that the 
Senate adjourn. 

The motion was put, and negatived. 

Mr. ARCHER then signified that he waived his 
right of reply. 

Mr. JOHNSON proc eded to reply to the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts. He alleged that there 
were cases in which the Constitution and laws were 
necessarily silent. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 
reply. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, then, suppose that the 
army of the United States was in danger of being 
overwhelmed by a vastly superior force, would it 
not be the duty of a General in the position of Gen- 
eral Gaines to fly to its aid? Would the Senator 
himself not have gone to the aid of the army ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Under what law ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. The law of duty. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ah! under the same law Gen- 
eral Gaines acted. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 
rou. 


Mr. JOHNSON then went on to defend his posi- 


I do. 


Well, then, you had _ better 


Did the Senator deny that? 
Yes, I do. . 
Then we are at issue. 
State your case, and I will 


Not at all. 
Why not? 


Proceed, and I will answer 


' tion. 


Mr. WEBSTER replied. There was no analogy 
whatever between the case of an individual citizen 
rushing to the scene of danger and that of a general 
of the army ordering troops to be raised. He 
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(Mr. W.) stated that he would have gone to the | 


aid of the army in a supposed case. And he was 
always ready to go as far as the farthest, and 
stand as long as the most stable in the defence of 
the country. But a voluntary act of individual 
patriotism, and the act of a major general in order- 
ing troops without authority, were two different 
things. Mr. W. reiterated the strong points of 
his argument, and concluded by saying that he 
had not expected that at a time of perfect internal 
quiet—a quiet not at all endangered by a state of 
war—with an overflowing treasury—with a popu- 
lar President commanding large majorities in both 
Houses—with no opposition to the Executive— 


with not a single individual hardly, certainly with | 


no numbers, withholding any means—with every- 
body voting just for what was required, as much 
money and as many men—voting in an hour all 


that the Executive called for—he did not expect | 


that with such a state of things, and at that period 


of their history, to hear in that Senate military | 


transactions justified on the ground that oy were | 


demanded by urgent temporary penis ad mitted 
as they had been, to be without any color of law. 
Mr. ARCHER said that he would not make 
any reply to the remarks of the Senator from Mary- 

| land, in consideration of the fact that he had been 
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already prostrated beneath his (Mr. A.’s) feet by 
a blow from another quarter. He had only to sub- 
mit the following amendment: 


Semsien t an 995 a 
Strike out all after the word “ law,’’ in the 7th 
line, and insert as follows: 


‘Whether any and what measures have been 
: adopted by the President or the Secretary of 
a. ar, or any other authority under his direction, 
‘in relation to such officer, or the troops so called 
* into service. 

Mr. CASS then accepted this amendment as a 
modification of the resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN inquired whether the order giving 
to General Taylor the control of the operations of 
the army, which had been alluded to by the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, [Mr. Bacsy ,] had heen com- 
municated by the department to General Gaines? 

Mr. BAGBY replied that he understood it had 
on the 28th of Aueust, 1845. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he did not rise to ex- 
press any opinion on the subject under considera- 
tion. The opinions delivered here were premature. 
This was simply a resolution of inquiry; and they 
would consult the forms of decency, justice, and 
propriety, by waiting for the information for which 
they asked, before delivering any opinions on the 
eases referred to. It has been said that General 
Taylor had been enabled to meet and conquer the 
enemy by being reinforced with a part of the 
troops called out by General Gaines. He (Mr. 
C.) denied it. ‘* Honor to whom honor is due.’? 
The brave little army under General Taylor de- 
served, and should have all the honor. Our glo- 
rious little army had won all the glory, and they 
should enjoy it. It had been stated that General 
‘Taylor was once in imminent danger of being at- 
tacked and destroyed by those terrible Mexicans! 
He (Mr. C.) never entertained such an idea for 
a single moment. He never believed that General 
Taylor was in the least danger. He knew the man; 
and from that knowledge he felt assured that when- 
ever he [General T.] thought it necessary, he would 
drive the enemy across the Rio Grande, whip them, 
and take Matamoros. All honor and glory, then, 
be to the brave little army who had covered them- 
selves with glory. The Senator from Arkansas, 
[Mr. Sevier,] had praised General Gaines. He 
(Mr. C.) would east no blame upon General Gaines 
prematurely. No one would rejoice more to see 
him fully vindicated. But while defending one 
brave soldier, he rezretted that the honorable Sen- 
ator had indulged in insinuations against another 
distinguished soldier. Why was it necessary to 
insinuate that the distinguished General men- 
tioned in the amendment offered by the Sena- 
tor had shunned the field of danger by idling 
his time away from that field to which his coun- 
try called him? He denied that there was any 
foundation for those charges. No, Mr. President, 
a braver soldier never metan enemy. He was no 
idler. He never shunned danger. How could 
General Scott have rushed to the scene of war? 
He was not ordered there, and it was his duty to 
wait for orders. How, then, could he have cone 
to the scene of action without being ordered, unless 
influenced by one of those impulses of patriotism 
which were referred to by the Senator from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Jonunson]|—who would pardon him for 
this alusion—he had rushed off to the field of bat- 
tle under a sense of necessity, without law or or- 
ders, and had thus reached the Rio Grande? Has 
he not given every evidence that he was ready and 
willing to serve his country in any place which the 
Government mightassign him? Buthe would make 
no comparison between these two brave soldiers. 
They were both patriotic, brave, and tried sol- 
diers. As far as honors go—as far as public 
thanks and other marks of public approval go— 
what had not General Scott received for his long- 
tried and patriotic services to the country? Jus- 
tice and patriotism, under the laws and Consti- 
tution, ever characterized his course of conduct. 
Whatever the result might be of these investiga- 
tions, he trusted that no empeeny ebullition would 
make them forget that they lived under a Govern- 
ment of law, and under a Constitution. It had 
been said that the laws and Constitution are some- 
times silent. No, no, the Constitution never sleeps. 
It is dead when it sleeps. It is still awake day and 
night, and so may itbe forever! He believed that the 
thanks of the Senate were due to the Senator from 
Michigan for bringing this matter beforethem. He 
intended no censure. The resolutions were made 
for the purpose of obtaining necessary information, 
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This information it was necessary for them to have 

Were they to sit there and not to know how many 
troop s they were to pay for, and by whiat satherity 
they were cal lled out? Were they not to know 
whether the laws had been violated, aa they 
might provide a ren dy to euard avainst their vio- 
lation hie reafter? Ele would vote for the resolution 
and the propo ed amendment Let all the 
spondence of General Scott with the de partment, 
with eve rything about his public conduct, be pub- 
lished, whether it be for his weal or for his wo. 
Let itcome. Letitall come. He felt confident 
that nothing would be found to impeach his honor 
as an officer, or to tarnish patriotic character 


corre- 


asa citizen, 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Maryland, said that the dif- 
Senator from Kentucky and 
tantial. "The 
might 


ference between the 
himself was rather verbal than sub: 
Senator had acknowledged that necessity 
justify the conduct of General Gaines, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN I said neces ity might 
palliate or be a mitigation of his conduct. 

Mr. JOLLNSON. Well, necessity m 

Mr. CRITTENDEN 
you called a necessity. 

Mr. JOLINSON said that the idea of the Senator 
from Kentucky about thi 
position and that of the Senator 
was hike the difference long 
courts of law, about the diiference between justi- 


1 ! 
rhit palliate, 


W lit 


(from his seat. ) 


ditlerenes between his 
from Kentucky 


' . 
sinee excluded from 


fiable and excusable homicide. 

The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Anciuer] had 
said something about him (Mr. J.) being prostrated 
beneath his feet— 

Several Senator: 

Mr. JOLLNSON. 
more, 

Mr. CALHOUN then rose and said, that the 
re sponsibility of General Gaines was, in the first 
instance, to the President of the United States. If 
he had violated the law and Constitution, and the 
orders of the Government, the President liad ample 
They had been informed 
an that General Gaines 


interpos ine-—* Oh! no!’’ 


Well, then, I shall say no 


wwers to enforce them. 
ry the Senator from Michig 
had been ordered to re pair to the seat of Govern- 
mont, It was, therefore, to be miterre d that it was 
the intention of the President to enforce that re- 
sponsibility. In the first place, he (Mr. ( pre- 
sumed the y would hear what General Gaines had 
got to say. If his statement amounted to what 
might be called an apology or excuse, very we ll. 
If not. it would then be for the President to deter- 
mine how he would enforce the responsibility de- 
volving upon that officer. Now, he subi tted to 
Senators on all sides, was it right for them, in this 
state of the case, to mterfere at all? When they 
talked of General Gaines, or the Pre 
his duty, was it not proper that on their own part 
they should take care that the y discharged their 
duty? Was it right towards General Gaines—was 
it rie ht towards the President of the United States 
—to act in the manner proposed ? ‘They said it was 
not their intention to censure Genera! Gaines; but 
he was very greatly mist: iken if, in the cireum- 
stances of this case, the passage of this resolution 
would not be considered a areal rmentof the case 
and censure of the General. Certainly, if he (Mr. 
C.) were 1p his condition, he would so consider it, 
and he thought, upon deliberation, there was nota 
Senator in that body who would not entertain the 
same opinion. It was taking the matter out of the 
President’s hands. They talked about passing a 
law. What? Did they remedy breaches of the 
Constitution and law by passing new laws? No! 
that was always the resort of extreme weakness, 
It was by enforcing law that law was preserved, 
He had pursued this case as far as was necessary 
to the attainment of the object he had in view. 
Llis own opinion was that the Senate would act 
more in accordance with its dignity if it paused— 
if itawaited for further developments, till the whole 
case was brought before them. It might turn out 
that there was a double responsibility—tirst, of the 
President to the country, and then ie responsibil- 
ity both of the President and of General Gaines to 
He believed that the Senate, after so 
long a debate, had so fully made up its mind that 
the motion he thought of making could hardly be 
received with any rompect of success; still he 
would take what he believed to be the only prope r 
course—he would move to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON hoped the resolution, as 
amended, would be adopted. It was due to both 


side nt, doin , 


Congress. 


officers that the investigation should be had. 


of the day, it was but justice to both officers that 
the whole facts should be published to the world. 
Hle agreed with other Senators, that the Senator 
from Michigan deserved the thanks of the Senate 
for bringing in this resolution; and if the facts turn- 
ed out as he (Mr. Cirayron) expected, he would 
deserve the thanks of General Gaines himself. But 
he regretted that the Senator from Arkansas, while 
defending General Gaines, had found it necessary 
to attack another brave soldier, 

Mr. SEVIER explained, that he had not attacked 
General Scott. Hie had made no charges against 
hin. Te had distinetly stated that he had only 
heard of the existence of some letters. 

Mr. J. M. 
Senator’s disclaimer. But he had understood the 
Senator from Arkansas to make some insinuations 
avainst General Scott in the early part of the de- 
bate, and that he had drawn some comparisons be- 
tween General Gaines and General Scott. 

Mr. SEVIER. I retract that also. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON rejoiced to hear that dis- 
claimer also. It does the 
Hie thought the publication of the corre- 
would vindicate the character of both 
No man would rejoice more sincerely 
than he would at the comple te vindication of Gen- 
eral Gaines. He had intended to re ply to the in- 
sinuation made against General Scott, but there 
Was now no charge made against him. He would 
not defend what had not been attacked. This, how- 
ever, he would say, that when the correspondence 
with General Scott was published, he would need 
no defence. tle would stand vindicated before the 
country and the world as a brave soldier and a true 
patriot. ‘The facts would vindicate him from the 
vile calumnies which some of the newspap is had 
tried to circulate against him. Wherever those 
had gone, he hope d this corre spondence 
would follow them, and he doubted not that his 
fame and character would be amply vindicated, 

Mr. ALLIEN thought that after the discussion 
jie re to day, it Was hece ssary to have the corre- 
spondence published. ‘The character of both Gen- 
erals demanded it. [Cries of ** Agreed.’’| 

‘he yeas and nays were then ordered on Mr. 
CaLuoun’s motion to lay on the table, and resulted 
yeas 1], nays 36, as follows: 

VYEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Breese, Calhoun, Chalmers, 
Johnson of Maryland, Joimson of Louisiana, Manguin, 
Rusk, Sevier, Westeoit, and Yuloe—1Il. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Baghy, 
Barrow, Berrien, Bright, Cass, Thomas Clayton, John M. 
Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dickinson, Dix, Fair- 
tield, Greene, Haywood, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Jenness, Lewis, Mc Duilie, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearee, 
Pennybacker, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, Websier, 
and Woodbridge—ib, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, then offered the 
following amendment: 

Resolved, further, That the President be request- 
ed to furnish the Senate with copies of the corre- 
spondence between General Edmund P. Gaines and 
the Government from the first of June, A. D. 1845, 
to the present time, upon the subject of volunteers 
or militia ordered to the frontiers of Texas. 

Mr. SEVIER’S amendment was then put and 
carried, 

Mr. JOH NSON’S amendment was also put and 
carried, 

The question on the adoption of the resolution 
as smended was then put and carried, 

And the Senate, at five o’clock, adjourned till to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 


honor. 
s ponde nce 
Generals. 


calumnies 
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CLAY'TON was glad to hear the 


Senator from Arkansas , 
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After 
all that had been said in debate here to-day, and 
afier what had already appeared in the newspapers 


! 


June 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR, 
Mr. DANIEL moved that the con sideration o 


f 

Territorial business be postponed until Mond 
next for the purpose of enabling the House to is 
up the private calendar. ’ 

Mr. BRINKE RHOFF asked the ye: sand nays 
which were ordered; and, bei ing taken, resulte + fm 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Jolin Quiney Adams, And 
Ashmun, Barringer, James Black, Blanchard, Bow lin. Pn¢ 
fington, John H. Campbell, J. G. Chapman, Cha ike. e a 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Daniel, Darragh, G; wrrett D 
Dockery, Duniap, Ellsworth, Erdman, John TH. Ewin | 
Ge ntry, Giddings, Giles, Gordon, os uham, ae Grins ) 
Hamlin, Hampton, Hi arpe r. Herrick, Hilliard, B. He = 7 
Isaac B&B. Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hruton, Joseph) | 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, Kaufman, Danicl P. King, Leib, ce S 


Ligon, Long, Maclay, MeCielland, McGautier ia 

Niven, Pollock, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell. Roce 
Runk, Sawtelle, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, step), rig 
Stewart, Sykes, Thibodeaux, "Thomasson, Janes Thy ’ 
son, ‘Tilden, ‘Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, 


Dp 
y 


Vinton, Wentwort 


Wheaton, Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, and Vox 
ae. 
N: o Ss —Mesers. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bediner 
ell, . Black, Boyd, Brinkerhotl, Brockenbroush, Wy, 


G. os 4 surt, Catheart, Reuben Chapman, Chase. Cotis 
mer, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Dargan, Jetiorsoy 
Davis, Dillingham, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Pieklin. P 

Garvin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, George 8. Houston, Jane. 
B. Huot, Hunter, Chanles J. Ingersoll, George W. Jones 
Preston King, Thomas Butler King, Leake, MeCloan. Vo. 
Clernand, Joseph J. MeDowell, McKay, Marsh, Jolin p 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Moulton, Norris, Owen, ps 7 
Perril}, Phelps, Reid, Ritter, Sawyer, Scammon, | 
H. Sims, Robert Smith, 
Tibbaits, Tredway, Wic 


So the House proceeded to the consideration of 
the private calendar. 
Mr. HARALSON submitted a motion that the 
vacancy occasioned on the Committee on Military 
Affairs by the absence of Mr. Yeti, of Ark 
sas—who has left the House to enter upon more 
active service in the Mexican war—be suppl lied, 
Mr. H. said he could not speak with the sane 
certainty as to Mr. Baker, of Hlinois, though 


vie, 
: 2eonard 
Stanton, Starkweather, sy 
k, and Woodward—62, 


/ was understood that that gentleman also had |e 


with a similar object. He (Mr. EH.) trusted » 
member who knew what the intention of the 
tleman from Illinois was, would state the fact, 
Mr. DANIEL was understood to refer 
cent decision of the Speaker, that such a motion 


to a re- 


must come from the member himself. 


Mr. G.S. HOUSTON suggested that that y 
a case in which the member was himself present. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said that members were pre- 
sumed to be present until the House was offi 
notified that vacancies had occurred. Suppose a! 
the members were to absent themselves? a 
judgment, they ought to serve the country : 
ost as hi id been assigned to them. 

Mr. HARALSON withdrew his motion for t)y 
present. 

On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole, (M: 
Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and proceeded 
to the consideration of the private calendar. 

When this calendar was last under considera- 
tion, the committee rose for want of a quorum. 

On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the committee re- 
sumed the consideration of the calendar at that 
point at which it had arrived when its deliberations 
were last arrested. 

And, under the 
rule— 

‘On the first and fourth Friday of each mon th, 
‘the calendar of private bills shi ill be ealled ove 

‘and the bills, to the passage of which no objec- 
‘tion shall then be made, shall be first considered 
‘and disposed of.” 


limitations of the following 


After some time, a number of bills to which ob- 


J jee tion was made, having been laid aside, the com- 


The Journal of yesterday (having been read in | 


part only) was ap proved. 

Mr. DODGE moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the State of 
the Union, with a view to resume the considera- 
tion of bills relating to the Territories. 

Mr. HOGE suggested to Mr. Doper to with- 
draw his motion, so as to allow final action to be 
taken on such Territorial bills on the Speaker’s 
table as had here tofore been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. DODGE aa he had every disposition to | 
oblige the gentleman, but he could not withdraw 


the motion. 


mittee rose, and reported to the House bills of the 
following titles: 

The joint resolution for the relief of Sellers « 
Pennock; 

The bill for the relief of Abraham Hoorback: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Cyrus Turner; 

The bill for ihe relief of Gad Humphreys and 
George Centre; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel H. Warren; 

The bill for the relief of Peter Rife; 

The bill for the relief of George Roush; 

The bill for the relief of Patrick Kelly, sen.; 

The bill for the relief of William B. Ligon; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Thomas Kelly; 


ian, 
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The bill for the relief 
‘Jaim;) ; r ; 

The bill for the relief of Ebenezer Conant; 

The bill for the relief of Captain John Patten; 

The bill for the relief of Solomen Russell; 

The bill for the relief of James Gee; 

The bill for the relief of Lewis Hastings; 

The bill granting a pension to W illiam Pooler; 

The bill granting & pension to Gideon A. Perry; 

The bill for a grant of land to William Moss ; 

The bill for the relief of Richard Hargrave Lee; 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Duvall, a Cherokee Indian; 


(,eorge 


to the Comnnittee on Military Affairs. 

During the session of the committee, upon the 
reading of a bill, it would be objected to, and other 
bills would be taken up and passed upon, when the 


| member making the objection would rise and with- 


The bill granting a pension to Margaret Gwyn- | 


nup3 
"The bill granting 
The bill granting 
widow of John; 
The bill granting a pension to Lewis Laing; 
The bill granting a pension to Willam Gump; 
The bill to pay John Carr, John Batty, and 8. 
Steyensen, seamen on board the whale ship Mar- 
~ayet, for their attendance at court as witnesses on 
f chalf of the United States; 
The bill for the relief of John MeAlister; 
The bill confirming the land chum: of James Jour- 


The bill confirming the land claim of Jose Car- 


a pension to Leah Gray; 
a pension to Mary Campbell, 


illo; 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Murray, jr.; 
The bill granting a pension to Jonathan Brown; 
The bill granting a pension to Patrick Master- 


SONS 


The bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Betts, 


of New York; 

The bill granting a pension to Mary Phelps, of 
Genesee, New York; 

The bill granting a pension to Mary Segar, of 
New York; 

The bill granting 
of Pennsylvania; 

The bill granting 
Georgia; 

The bill granting a pension to Surranus Cobb; 

The bill granting a pension to Justin Jacobs; 

The bill granting a pension to Daniel Pratt; 

The bill granting a pension to John Campbell, 
of Maine; 

The bill granting 

The bill 

The bill granting a pension to Griffin Kelly; 

The bill granting a pension to Benjamin Allen; 

The bill granting a pension to Aquilla Goodwin; 

The bill for the relief of the administrator of 
John Cox, deceased, late of the navy; 


a pension to Catharine Fulton, 


a pension to Polly Damron, of 


a pension to Joseph Dusseau; 


cranting a pension to Abraham Ausmen; | 


‘The bill for a grant of land to the heirs and rep- || 


resentatives of Richard C. Anderson, deceased; 


The bill for a grant of land to John Milstead, of 


Florida; 
The bill for a grant of land to thé heirs and rep- 
resentatives of John Ruddle; 


The bill for the relief of Joseph Curwen, sur- 


viving partner of Willing & Curwen. 
__ The bill for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Herald of Baltimore; 

The bill for the relief of William B. Lang; 


The bill to refund duties to David Thomas, of | 


Philade Iphia; 

The bill for the relief of Joshua F. Richards. 

A motion was here made that the committee rise 
and report the bills which had been acted on, to- 
cether with those ordered to be reported on the 22d 
May, when the House was last in Committee of 
the Whole on private bills. 


And, after several counts, on which a quorum | 


did not vote, the count was taken by tellers, and 
carried—A yes 68, noes 49. 
So the committee rose and reported the bills. 
_ The bill and joint resolution, the title of which 
follows, were also reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House, with a recommendation that 
they do not pass, viz. 
The bill granting a pension to William Beard. 
The joint resolution for the relief of John B. 
nton and Curtis Humphreys, mail contractors. 
When the bill granting a pension to Major James 
- H. Porter came up in regular order, it was 
“tated to the committee that Major Porter had died 
suice the bill had been reported by the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. It was then ordered to be re- 
ported to the House to be there disposed of. 


Dd 


__ The bill for the relief of Captain John B. Cro- | 
2icr’s company of mounted Tennessee volunteers, |} Cherokee Indian. 


draw it, and the bill would then be laid aside to be 
reported to the House. After the occurrence of 
several such cases— 

Mr. MeCLELLAND raised, as a question, that 
it was not in order, afier a bill was objected to and 
passed over, and other bills had been acted on, to 
return to itand withdraw the objection. 

The Clerk informed the Chairman that a week 
or two ago, the same question had been raised, 
and that, in that case, the Chairman had decided, 
that, if objection was withdrawn, it was in order 
to go back and act upon the bill, and place it with 
those to be reported to the House. That this de- 
cision had been appealed from, and that the decision 
of the Chair had been sustained by a vote of the 
committee; and the Clerk read the proceeding from 
his minutes. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he was not satisfied 
with that decision, and for the purpose of endeav- 


| Oring to reverse it, he would call upon the Chair- 
| man, in the present instance, to decide the question 


raised by Mr. McCietianp. 
The CHAIRMAN said he had no objection to 


decide the question; and he would now rule in favor 
(of the point taken by Mr. MeCie.iann, and 


against the decision of the committee on the occa- 


| sion referred to and read by the Clerk. 


From this no appeal was taken; and so now it 
will not be in order to turn back to a bill, if the 
objection be withdrawn, until this decision is re- 


| versed. 


Several bills having been read and objected to in 


| committee— 


| 


Mr. CULVER said he rose to a question of 
order. He had understood that it had been deci- 


| ded ina meeting or caucus of the Democratic mem- 


| be passed upon at the present session. 


bers of the House that no more private bills should 
He in- 


quired if such was the fact, as he wished the com- 


| mittee to be officially informed of it; so that, if 


true, the House might turn its attention to other 
matters, against which the ban of the party had not 


| been placed. 


The CHAIR said it was no question of order, 
and it was not for him to answer the inquiry, 

During the day eighty-one bills, after having 
been read, with the reports and papers on which 
they were founded, were objected to, and were not 
further acted on. 

Immediately after the rising of the committee— 

Mr. RATHBUN moved an adjournment. It 
was lost—ayes 35, noes 67—though a quorum did 
not vote. 

Several members were dissatisfied with the count; 
and the question was again taken, and there were, 
ayes 23, noes 81. Again rejected. Sull no quo- 


} rum. 


| nays 92. 


Mr. DANIEL moved acall of the House. 
jected—ayes 23, noes 52. No quorum. 

Mr. TILDEN moved an adjournment; and the 
yeas and nays being ordered, he withdrew it. 

Mr. McGAUGHLEY renewed it; and the yeas 
and nays being taken, it was rejected—yeas 46, 
\ A large quorum. 

Mr. SAWTELLE moved a call of the House. 
Negatived, 

Mr. GILES moved that the House again resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole*on private 
bills. 

Voices from all sides of the House: ‘* No, no. 
Let us dispose of the bills already reported from 
the committee.”’ 

The motion was not pressed, and no question 
was put. 

Two of the bills reported from the committee 


Re- 


| were then taken up for a third reading and pas- 


j 


sage; and, after some difficulty as to the right of 
now objecting, under the rule, to their passage, 
and without coming to any decision thereon, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, June 6, 1846. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- 


resentatives, announcing that said House had pass- | 


ed the Senate bill for the relief of George Duvall, a 
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ae ' t| : ‘ ‘ — 
of Eli Merrill, (a land |) was also reported, with a view of recommitting it 
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Mr. DAVIS presented the peution of Jesse 
Houen, guardian of Artemas Conant, a soldier in 
the last war with Great Britain, asking a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of David Sears 
and others, of Boston, asking the erection of a light- 
house on Minot’s Ledge, at the entrance to Boston 
harbor; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

: Mr. D. further presented a similar petition from 
citizens of Boston; which was referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
merchants of Pittsburg, Wheeling, Cincinnati, and 
Louisville, praying that the said cities may be made 
ports of entry; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Missouri, residing within the Fayette and 
Palmyra land districts, praying that those districts 
may not be consolidated; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of Thomas Hunt 
& Co., Charles L. Roberts, and Wright & Sturgis, 
of New York, praving that certain duties illegall 
exacted by the collector for the port of New York 
may be refunded; which was reterred to the Com- 
inittee on Finance. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Committee of 
Claims, submitted an adverse report upon the pe- 
tition of William B. Foster; which was ordered te 
be printed, 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

The © bill appropriating alternate sections of the 
public lands for the improvement of Pearl river’? 
was read a third time. 

Mr. NILES called for the yeas and nays upon 
the passage of the bill; and they were ordered. 

Mr. SPEIGHT submitted a few remarks in sup- 
port of the bill, in the course of which he express- 
ed much surprise at the opposition of the Senator 
from Connecticut. 

Afier some remarks in reply, by Senators NILES 
and BAGBY, who opposed the bill, the question 
was taken, and resulted—yeas 23, nays 18, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Moessrs. Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Breese, Cass, 
Chalmers, Johu M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Greene, 
Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lou- 
isiana, Miller, Morehead, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, 
Sturgeon, Westcott, and Woodbridge—23, 

NAY S—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Berrien, Bright, Thos, 
Clayton, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Haywood, Jen- 
ness, Lewis, McDuflie, Mangum, Niles, Pearce, Penny- 
backer, ‘Turney, and Yulee—18, 

So the bill was passed, and the title, as above, 
Was agreed to. 

GRANTS OF LAND IN LOUISIANA. 

The “ joint resolution in relation to issuing of 
erants of certain lands in Louisiana’? was taken 
up for a third reading; but— 


On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, (Mr. Jounson, 


' of Louisiana, opposing,) its further consideration 


was postponed until Tuesday next, in order to al- 
low time for the information required by a resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. McDurrie. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. McDurriz, was then considered, and 


| arreed to. 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office furnish to the Senate the number of 
acres contained in the two upper tracts of the Hou- 
mas land claim, numbered in the transcript of de- 
cisions, Nos. 127 and 133, as laid before the board 
of commissioners and confirmed; and also the num- 


_ ber of acres of said grant included in the patents 


issued the 12th of August, 1844; and the number 
of acres included in the decision of the board of 
commissioners under the survey ordered by Gov- 
ernor Claiborne, and excluded in the patents issued 
as aforesaid, and the situation of the lands so ex- 
cluded; also the number of patents issued upon 
said claim by the Land Office within the limits pat- 
ented on the 12th of August, 1844, as aforesaid; 
and the number of acres claimed under the patents 
previously issued; and also the number of the said 

atents which have been surrendered to the Gene- 
ral Land Office by the parties holding the same, 
and the amount of purchase money refunded there- 
on. The number of applications by persons hold- 
ing floats within the limits embraced in the patents 


' of that date, to the Land Office, since the 12th of 


August, 1844, to have those floats patented by the 








934 


Government up to this date, with a copy of each 
application ; and also the number of appheations 
which have been made for a refunding of purchase 
money; and also what amount of purchase money 
has been refunded upon entries made within the 
limits of the Houmas land claim since the issuing 
of the patents on the 12th of August, 1844, and the 
number of acres upon which the purchase money 


has been refunded. 


[Several messages in writing were recs ived from 
the President of the United States. | 


FRENCH SPOLIATION CLAIMS. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, the 
Senate resumed the consideration of the * bill to 
provide for the ascertainment of claims of Ameri 
can ciuzens for spolitions prior to the Blst d Ly of 
July, 180},”’ 
tolore 

The question bemg then upon ordering tha 
to be encross« | for a third readin r. 

Mr. COLQUITT and Mr. McDUFFEFIE earnest- 
ly Oppo ed the bill. 

Mr. J.M. CLAYTON exhorted the friends of the 
bill to stand by it, and east their votes in its favor. 

Mr. ASHLEY, Mr. SEVIER, and Mr. BAG 
BY, severally stated that they 
bill in obedience 

The yeas and nays, having 
dered, were then called, and result 


when the several amendments here- 


submitted to said bill were agreed to. 


ball 


Lhould vote for the 
to structions, 


been or- 


follows: 


here ofore 


d abs 


Y EAS—Mesers. Archer. Ashley, Bagby, Barrow, Berrien, 
Thomas Clayton, Jotun Mo Clayton. Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dayton, Greene, Houston, Huotigton, Jarnagin, 


Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Loutsiana, Miller, More 
head, Niles, Pearce, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, 
Westeott, and Woodbridgc 7. 

NAYS —Measrs. Allen, Atehison, Atherton, Breese, 
Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, 
Haywood, Jenness, Lewis, MeDutiie, Mangum, Pennyback 
er, Rusk, Speight, Turney, and Yulee—21. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 


RIGHT OF 


A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, the correspondence between 
Great Britain and the United States in relation to 
the right of search, which took place from 1840 to 
1843 inclusive; also a copy of the protest by Mr. 
Cass, arainst the Quintuple treaty, when he was 
Minister in France, and the correspondence in re- 
lation to the same, was read and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. CASS stated that the documents just or- 
dered to be printed were very important, and 
moved that an additional number of copies be 
printed. 

Objection being made, the motion lies over. 


SEARCH. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILLL. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the service of the Post Office Department for the 
year ending June 30, 1847, the question pending 
being on an amendment by Mr. L. providing for 
the establishment of a line of magnetic telegraph 
from Atlanta, in Georgia, to Montgomery, in Ala- 
bama, and thence to Mobile, and appropriating 
$50,000 therefor. 

Senators JARNAGIN, WESTCOTT, HAY- 
WOOD, DICKINSON, and CALHOUN, each 
opposed the amendment; when 

Mr. LEWIS withdrew his amendment, and sub- 
mitted an amendment to be added to the first sec- 
tion of the bill providing an appropriation of $8,500 


for the publication of 18,000 copies of the table of 


post offices, laws, and regulations of the depart- 
ment, &c.; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NILES submitted an amendment providing 
an appropriation of $25,000 for mail transportation 
by steam between New York and Liverpool, pend- 
ing the discussion of which, a motion to adjourn 
was made, but withdrawn again at the request of 

Mr. MANGUM, who gave notice of his inten- 
tion, during the coming week, to propound certain 
interrogatories to the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance in relation to the amount of revenue on 
hand, the amounts likely to accrue, &c. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, June 6, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday (having been read in 
part only) was approved. 


order to be the bills on the Speaker’s table, report- 
ed yesterday from the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BOWLIN, on leave given, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, to which was re- 
ferred the bill from the Senate entitled ** An act 
providing for the adjustment of all suspended pre- 
emption land claims in the several States and Ter- 
ritories,’’ reported the same without amendment; 
and after an unsuccessful effort by Mr. B. to have 
it put on its third reading, was committed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate entitled ‘* An 
act to amend the act approved June 17, 1844, enti- 
tled an act to provide for the adjustment of land 
claims within the States of Missouri, Arkansas, 
and Louisiana, and those parts of the States of 
Mississippi and Alabama south of the 3Ist degree 
of north latinade, and between the Mississippi and 
Perdido rivers,’’ reported the same without amend- 
ment; which was committed. 

Mr. WINTHROP, by leave, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, reported a bill to provide 
for the distribution of the edition of the Laws and 
‘Treaties of the United States, published by Little 
& Brown, under the provisions of the resolution of 
Congress approved March 3, 1845, and for other 
purposes; Which was read twice, and remains on 
the Speaker *s table. 

Mr. JOUN A. ROCKWELL asked leave to 
make a report, Ol) je cted to, 

Mr. G. DAVIS (leave having been denied) 
moved that the rules be suspended to enable him to 
offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Se cretary of State, Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, Secretary of the Navy, Secretary 
of War, and the Postmaster General, respectively 
inform this House whether the job printing and 
binding of their respective departments have been 
let to the lowest bidder in conformity to law. 

Mr. D. asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 72, nays 66. 

So two-thirds not voting in the attirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

Some conversation took place, in continuation 
of that commenced yesterday, in relation to the 
appointment of certain members on the Committee 
on Milttury Affairs in the place of Mr. Yeus and 
Mr. Baker. 

The result was that these gentlemen were ex- 
cused from service, and other members ordered to 
be appointed in their places. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL and Mr. LEAKE 
made ineffectual efforts to introduce reports, 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
private bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole Llouse yesterday. 

‘The bill making compensation to the heirs of 
George Duvall, a Cherokee Indian, for property 
taken from him or destroyed by citizens of the 
United States, was first taken up, and read the 
third time and passed, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first in || _ YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Barri; 


ger, 


Bell, James Black, Blanchard, Brodhead, Milton Brow 
Bullington, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Cath, 
cart, John G. Chapman, Clarke, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier 
Cummins, Darragh, Garrett Davis, John H. Ewing, Edy, 
H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, Gj\,. 
Graham, Grider, Hampton, Harper, Henley, Herrick. Bj. 
B. Holmes, Sanmuel D- Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Wa, 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jos: ph R 
Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geors Ww 
Jones, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Lewis, Levin. 1 ong. 
McClean, MeClelland, Joseph J. McDowell, McGauche.’ 
Norris, Pendleton, Pollock, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rex i 


| well, Root, Runk, Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, Severaye, 


‘Lhe bill to pay the heirs of Doctor John Gray, | 


late of the State of Maryland, deceased, for prop- 
erty destroyed by the Brith forees in the war of 


1812, came up, and was opposed by Messrs. DA- | 


NIEL and RATHBUN, and advocated by Mr. 
GILES, 

Mr. HAMLIN, for the benefit of the many bills 
which lay behind this, and which might be much 
delayed if the debate on this bill were further con- 
tinned, moved the previous question. It was sec- 
onded, and, under its operation, the question was 
put, Shall the bill be engrossed and read a third 
lime: 

And passed in the affirmative. 

"The bill was then read the third time; and the 
question on its passage was taken by yeas and 
nays, and passed in the affirmative: Yeas 80, nays 
73. 

So the bill was passed. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS, 
Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON asked leave to in- 


troduce a concurrent resolution, directing the Pres- 
ident of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives to close the present session of 
Congress by an adjournment of their respective 
Houses on Monday, the 20th day of July, at two 
o’clock, P. M. ; 

lt was objected to, 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided as follows: 


Truman Smith, Albert Smith, C. B. Smith, Robert Spy,’ 
Stevens, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Thibodeanx, Thoma. 
son, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Tibbatts. ‘by 
den, Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, Winthrop, Woodwort), 
Wright, Young, and Yost—s7. “ 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bedinger, Biggs, Jas. A. Black 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Burt, Augustus A. Chapman, j: 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Caliom, Cunniy 
ham, Daniel, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, Dillingham. Drom 
goole, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Ficklin, Fries, Gordon, Grover 
Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Hilliard, Hoge, H ypkin ; 
George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, Seabory 
Jones, Kaufman, Leake, Leib, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay. 
McConnell, MeCrate, James McDowell, MeKay, Marsi, 
Barkley Martin, Morris, Owen, Payne, Rathbun, Reid, Ret) : 
Rhett, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scammon, Leonard fH. Sims, Sing 
son, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Sykes, J na 
Thompson, ‘Towns, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick. 


Williams, Wilmot, and Woodward—74, 


Not two-thirds. 

Mr. BOYD asked leave to make a motion that 
hereafter the House meet at ten o’clock in the fore- 
noon. It was objected to. 

Mr. BOYD moved to suspend the rules, 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to amend the resoly 
tion by adding ** and adjourn at four o’clock P 
M.”’ 

The SPEAKER said the motion to amend 
would be in order if the rules were suspended. 

The question on suspending was taken by 
yeas and naxys,and there were, for suspending 111, 
against it 64. 

‘Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved that when the 
House adjourns to-day it will adjourn to meet a 
ten o’clock on Monday next. 

This was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain William Smallwood Tillard came up. 

This bill was reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, with a recommendation that it do not 

ASS. 

Mr. BARRINGER inguired if the case of Cap- 
tain ‘Tillard was not similar, in all its prineipal 
features, to that of Doctor John Gray, whose bil! 
had just passed. 

Mr. CONSTABLE said the cases were similar, 
or nearly so; if there was any difference, that of 
Captain Tillard’s heirs was the strongest. 

The Speaker put the question, Shall the bill be 
rejected? 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

At a subsequent period of to-day ’s session, Mr 
PAYNE moved to reconsider the vote which re- 
jected this bill; and the consideration of the mo- 
tion was postponed for the present. 

The bill to release John Stockton, late a lieu- 
tenant in the army of the United States, from a 
judgment, with the costs thereon, recovered against 
him by the United States, came up and was read. 

When this bill was last before the House, 2 
motion was made to strike out the word * costs,” 
so as to remit the judgment but not the cosis; 
which motion was negatived. 

Mr. BOYD now moved to reconsider the vote 
refusing to strike out the word ‘* costs.”’ 

Carried. 

And the question recurred on striking out that 
word. 

The report of the committee setting forth the 
facts in the case was read at the instance of Mr. 
Boyp. 

And the question on the amendment was pu! 
and carried. 

And the bill was then read the third time, and 
passed as amended. ; 

The bill granting a pension to Oris Crosby was 
read. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD said Mr. Crosby was *" 
American, residing in Canada in the war ot Isl? 
with Great Britain, and continued to reside there 
during the war, and received some injury from ® 
British officer for refusing to take up arms agails' 
the United States, for which it was now proposed 
to give him a pension. He moved that the bill be 
postponed indefinitely. 














in 


be 


1846. 


Mr. DOUGLASS opposed the motion, and said 
the case Was a8 meritorious a one as ever came 
before the House. 

The question was put, and no quorum voted. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 
Negatived: Ayes 36, noes 9]. 








Ayes 60, noes 50. No quorum—(many members 
‘a the Hall who did not vote.) 

The question was again put, and it was decided 
by yeas and nays—7] to 75. A large quorum. 
“And so the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question was then taken on the indefinite 
nostponement, on Which a quorum did not vote. 

Mr. COBB moved a call of the House. Nega- 
tive d. 


“Mr. WOODWORTH said, asa quorum could 


not be had to vote, there was no use of remaining | 


here, and he would move to adjourn. His motion 


was nevatived. 
And the question was again put on the post- 


nonement of the bill, on which a quorum now vo- 


ted, and the question was lost. 
The bill was then read the third time: and the 


question on its passage was taken by yeas and | 
. ° o, => Faoe | 
pays, and it passed in the affirmative: Yeas 74, 


mays 5a. 


The bill granting a pension to Elijah C. Babbitt | 


was read the third time and passed. 


The bill to pay John Wing any arrears of pen- | 
sion due to Dorothy Terrill, deceased, came up in || 


order. 
Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to lay it on the 
table, 

At the suggestion of Mr. THURMAN, who 
said he did not see in his place the gentleman who 


reported the bill, it was passed over informally for 
the present. 


The bill granting a pension to John Porter was | 


read, 

Mr. HUNGERFORD said Mr. Porter had been 
injured in the revenue marine service—a service 
which he believed was not recognised by the pen- 
sion laws, and if this bill passed it would be cre- 
ating a new class of pensioners. 

The question was put that the bill be engrossed 


and read a third time, and decided in the negative. 
And so it was rejected. 


The bill granting arrears of pension to Isaiah || 


Parker was read the third time. 
_Mr. RATHBUN opposed it, and it was de- 
fended by Mr. BELL; and the question was put, 
Shall it pass? 

And passed in the affirmative. 


The bill to pay Samuel D. Enochs for a mare, \| 





which ran off while in the public service many | 


years ago, and has never since been heard of, was 
read the third time. 
reading of the bill.] 
a McCONNELL moved that it be laid on the 

Many voices: **Oh, no; let us pay for the mare 
tiat ran off and has never been heard of.’ 

The motion to lay not being pressed— 

The SPEA KER put the question on the passage 
of the bill, and it somewhat appeared, from the 


sound of the response ay and no, that it was about | 


to be lost, when— 


{Much merriment on the | 


Mr. DANIEL said he felt bound to say a few | 


= 4 stated the facts and caused the papers to 
e read, 


And the question was again put, Shall the bill 
pass? And passed in’the affirmative. 


Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved an adjourn- 


ment. Negatived. 


The bill to refund to N. & L. Dana & Co. the | 
a quantity of salt, imported into the | 


duty paid on 
United States from St. Whes in 1831, and destroyed 
'Y an extraordinary rising of the tide on the night 


was landed from the ship, next came up; and, | 


on the question, Shall it be engrossed? a quorum 
did not vote, 


Mr. GEORGE W. JONES again moved an ad- | 


Jurnment. Negatived. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. | 


Nevatived. 


Mr. GEORGE W. JONES renewed the motion 
‘o adjourn. Negatived. 


words on the case, which he thought a very good | 


te question was then again put on the en- | 
=rossment and third reading of the bill; and there | 


Were, ayes 88, noes 23; 
Wanting. A new count was demanded. 


Whereupon the House adjourned. 


Mr. BOYD moved that the bill lie on the table. 


THE 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 8, 1846. 


_ Mr. BAGBY presented an additional document 
in relation to the claim of Jacob Housman; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


[A message was received from the House of 


Representatives, announcing that said House had 


passed sundry private bills.] 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the re- 


port of the expedition led bv Lieutenant Abert on | 


the Upper Arkansas, and through the country of 
the Cumanche Indians, in the fall of the year 1845. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether any 
measures have been taken to carry into effect the 
second and sixth articles of the treaty with the 


| Chippewa Indians, entered into at La Pointe on 
| the 4th day of October, 1842, so far as the same 


relates to the removal of those Indians from the 
mineral lands of Lake Superior, and whether any, 
and what suitable country has been, or is intended 
to be, provided for the future residence of those 


| Indians. 


| en in connexion with the original bill. 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back the independent treasury bill, with 
sundry amendments. 


ry 
(The amendments are numerous, and could not , 


be very well understood by the reader unless giv- 
The spe- 


| cie clause is not to take effect until the Ist Janua- 


ry, 1847, and another allows all disbursing officers | 


having at present credits in banks to check on the 
same until the Istof January next, giving the pub. 
lic creditors the option to receive the pay from the 


| banks in specie or notes. } 


| John Gray, deceased, was read a first and second | 


The House bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. 


| time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


The House bill granting a pension to Orris Cros- 
by was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

The House bill for the relief of John Stockton, 
late a lieutenant in the United States army, was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The House bill granting a pension to Elijah C. 


Babbitt, was read a first and second time, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The House bill for the relief of Isaiah Parker 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

The House bill for the relief of Samuel D. 
Enochs was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


THE MEXICAN WAR. 
The Senate act supplemental to an act providing 


| for the prosecution of the existing war with Mexi- 
co, which was sent back from the House of Rep- | 


resentatives on Thursday last with sundry amend- 


ments, was taken up, and the amendments were | 


read. 
Mr. DIX explained that the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs had considered these amendments, | 


and instructed him to move that the Senate dis- 
agree to them. 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the further con- 


sideration of the subject be postponed until to- 


morrow; which was agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 
The resolution offered some days ago, by Mr. 


| HANNEGAN, appointing the 20th day of aay next 
‘| for the adjournment of the two Houses of Con- 


gress, was taken up for consideration, and having 


| been read— 


Mr. LEWIS moved to postpone the consider- 


ation of the resolution until Monday next, in order | 
| to give an opportunity to receive an answer toa 
_call made by the Senate for information in regard 


to the finances. There ought to be a response to 


| that call, at all events, he thought, before they took 


the Secretary of the Treasury. 
no quorum—two more |. 


up the subject of adjournment. That response 
had probably been delayed by the indisposition of 
He believed the 
information might be expected within the next 
three or four days, and until it came he hoped the 
resolution would be allowed to lie upon the table. 
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935 
To adjourn and go home without taking up the 
subject of the finances, in the present condition of 
the country, would be a proceeding fraught with 
much injury to the public interest. It would 
amount to an abandonment of the country. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he hoped the motion 
would not prevail. He thought if reference were 
had to the length of time they had been in session, 
and to the amount of business that had been done, 
it would be apparent that a day for the adjourn- 
ment ought to be fixed. They had been ead 
six months in session; they had, to be sure, in 
that time, passed various bills of importance, and 
had had much discussion upon important subjects; 
but they had not progressed so rapidly as they 
ought to have done. The advantage of fixing a day 
was that they might dispose of the remaining bust- 
ness more readily and efficiently. He thought that 
allthe remaining business might be easily disposed 
of before the 20th of July. There would be six 
weeks in which to dispose of the business, and he 
thought it would be time enough. It was painful 
in the extreme to think of spending the dogdays 
in Washington. If there was to be an arrange- 
ment of the Oregon dispute, it could be concluded 
by the 20th of July, ifever. As to the rest of the 
husiness—that relating to local affairs—it could be 
done in six weeks. And when it came to be 
known that the day of adjournment was fixed, 
they would go forward with zeal to the completion 
of the work. He hoped the motion would not 
prevail. He had not voted for the postponement 
hefore, for he did not think that in the interval 
anything would oecur which would make them bet- 
ter prepared to act upon the resolution. If post- 
poned now, it might be again. If the House, to 
whom belonged the originating of a revenue bill, 
did not think proper to prepare one, it was no fault 
of the Senate. They were not responsible for the 
neglect. He hoped the Senate would now act 
upon the resolution, and that its action would be 
in favor of its adoption. He was willing to trust 
to the majority to open the resolution and continue 
the session longer, if anything of importance 
should require it. 

Mr. DAYTON said he had intimated, when the 
resolution was first offered, that he would move to 
amend it by inserting the 20th of June instead of 
He had intended to do this with 
a view of accelerating the time of adjournment. 


| Subsequently, however, in conversation with Sen- 
‘ators and members of the House of Representa- 


tives, he had become satisfied that nothing could 
He was 
disposed to concur in the resolution as offered by 
the Senator from Indiana, as being the earliest day 
to which a concurrence could be obtained ; but he 
sincerely hoped that the session would not be pro- 
tracted beyond that period. Why should ee 


continue sitting there? It was said, if they intenc 


‘ed to finish the business that was ‘cut out,’’ it 


would be impossible to adjourn at so early a day. 
What business was cut out? The ordinary ap- 
| propriation bills could surely be passed within the 

time limited by the resolution. There was no 
| difficulty upon the subject. The business on the 
calendar could be disposed of without difficulty. 
What was it, then, that rendered it necessary to 
| prolong the session through the dogdays, as the 
| Senator from Connecticut had remarked? They 
| might stay for the purpose of sitting out the Mex- 
ican war; but where was the necessity? Congress 
| was not to command the army. Everything in- 
'eumbent upon Congress to do had been accom- 

plished already. They had voted supplies of men 
/and money. What further had Congress to do? 

Nothing at all. Were they to sit there with a 
| view to the settlement of the Oregon question? He 
‘trusted they were not. The only rumors aw f 
heard upon the subject, if they were to be credited, 
| were, that Mr. Pakenham had been directed to 
communicate the ultimatum of the British Govern- 
ment upon that question, and that he was now in 
possession of that_ultimatum, and ready to com- 
municate it to ourGovernment. If this were true, 
why did not Mr. Pakenham and our Secretary of 
State, as business men, try this last effort at nego- 
tiation, and make an end of it? He supposed that 
each of the negotiators knew precisely what he 
was prepared to do on behalf of his Government. 
Let each say, then, what he would do, and if they 
concurred in their views, the matter could be at 
_ once and finally settled. And he was certain that 
‘fixing a day for the adjournment of Congress 
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would make those gentlemen work up to that day, 


as well as Congress. Let them understand that 
Congress was not to sit here awaiting their diplo- 
matic action, and perhaps they might come to the 
consideration of the question as a practical matter 
of business, and make an end of it. 

With reference to other matters, some of their 
friends he knew were exceedingly anxious regarding 
the tariff and thesub-treasury. For his own part, he 
was not willing to sit there an unusual time to meet 
either of those questions, He was satisfied to let 
well enough alone. While the country was in the 
condition it was inat present, he was not disposed to 
meddje with its monetary affairs. He was not dis- 
posed to embark in any such hazardous if not dis- 
astrous experiment, as he feared the sub-treasury 
would prove. And in reference to the tarifi, he 
was very well contented as matters now were. 
He thought the country would be able to survive 
through the present year, at all events, without 
any alteration of the tariff. Least of all was he 
disposed, when they were told that the expenses 
of the Government now approximated to half a 
million of dollars a day, to disturb the revenue of 
the country, which was producing now only 
enough to meet the ordinary expenses of the Goy- 
ernment. In no aspect in which the question 
could be considered did it apnear to him at all 
necessary that they should prolong the period for 
the final adjournment of Congress. He trusted, 
therefore, the resolution of the Senator from Indi- 
ana would be adopted. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was as anxious to bring 
the session to a close and to get away from Wash- 
ington as any of his friends could be, but he 
thought they could not with propriety at this pe- 
riod of the session, and in the present condition of 
the business, fix a day for the adjournment. THe 
had no doubt some gentlemen would be willing to 
shorten the period of adjournment, if, by se doing, 
they could get rid of the tariff and the sub-treasury; 
and for this very reason he thought that they, on 
his side of the House, ought not to consent to ue 
up their hands by voting for a resolution fixing a 
day for the adjournment. ‘They were now involvy- 
ed in a war, and their expenses were half a million 
of dollars a day. How were they to meet those 
expenses? Were they going to adjourn before 
providing ways and means? ‘The Senator from 
New Jersey spoke of rumors. ‘There was another 
rumor, and it was that a majority of the House of 
Representatives had agreed to take up the tariff 
question next Monday. Was it for the purpose 
of getting rid of this question that gentlemen were 
so anxious to fix upon a day for adjournment? 
it was necessary to raise revenue by introducing 
ito the list of dutiable articles many articles 
which were now admitted free of duty. ‘There 
was one thing that was to be accomplished, 
and this was, to destroy prohibitory duties, so that 
the revenue might be increased by the duty to be 
levied upon articles now virtually prohibited: this 
was necessary in order to raise means for carrying 
on the war. He thought they ought not to ue up 
their hands, in regard to adjournment, unul they 
could see their way clear to meet those expenses. 
Senators talked about working up to the day fixed 
upon, working a little later, in consequence of a 
day being fixed. Why, this was paying them a 
very poor compliment. He thought they were 
capable of working as well, and of getting along as 
fast, without any such incentive. He had heard 
of taskmasters, and of tasks being assigned to 
slaves, but he never heard of anything of the kind 
being applied to freemen. 

The chairman of the Committee on Finance 
(said Mr. S.) made a call the other day for infor- 
mation regarding the mode of providing for the 
expenses of the war. Before a response was ob- 
tained to that call, and whilst the House, if they 
might credit the newspapers, had fixed a day for 
taking up the subject of the tariff, it was proposed 
that the Senate should decide upon a day for the 
adjournment of Congress. The day might as well 
be decided on a month hence; they could then sce 
their way much clearer; and if they wanted to be 
more industrious, let them meet at ten o’clock, or 
even at eleven, in the forenoon each day, and also 
siton Saturdays. Why, the two honorable gen- 
tlemen opposite, Wno Were so anxious to pass this 
resolution, had voted for the adjournment over 
Fridays and Saturdays all the session, and he be- 
heved they had frequently been at home also. 


What great inconvenience could a gentleman suffer | 
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who might go home in a day, spend a week with | 
his family, and return again? Those who lived | 
further off felt the detention much more. The 
gentlemen were in the minority, however, and it 
was their privilege therefore to complain and find | 
fuult. Nobody desired to be there longer than he | 
was obliged to be. When they saw a test vote 
taken on the tariff in the other House, it would 
then be time enough to fix the day for adjourn. | 
ment. He hoped the resolution would be allowed | 
to lie over unul next week—uoul they saw whether 
the tariff was taken up or laid upon the table—one 
or the other. 
Mr. CRITTIENDEN said he was in favor of 

voting for the earliest day for the adjournment of | 


Congress, aud unless something occurred which |) 


he did not now anticipate, he would, whenever the 
question was presented, vote for the earliest day. 
Ile believed they were not likely to adjourn too 
soon. He believed that, unless all past experience 
was a delusion, it was unquestionably desirable 
that the day for adjournment should be fixed. If 
the day were fixed some time in advance, it would 
be an easy matter to accomplish all that was to be 
done in relation to ways and means, and to all 
other subjects; and besides, they were more likely 
to take irregular and very injurious courses if they 
remained there—they were likely to get to war | 
with their brave old wenerals. He hoped the res- 
olution would be adopted. If it were found neces- | 
sary hereafter, it could be taken up and the time 
prolonged. He thought the gentleman might en- | 
tirely rely upon the concurrence of Federalism in | 
prolonging the session, if necessary. They had | 
been here six months already, and he thought they | 
could readily do all the remaining business that 
would be required to be done within a very short 
time. He did not intend, however, to prolong the 
session by making a long speech on the subject. | 
He merely wished to declare himself in favor of the 
resolution, now and at all times. | 
Mr. HANNEGAN said, in reply to the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas, that the arguments advanced 
by that gentleman this morning were the same 
which he had heard for the last seven years. 
Strike out the words Mexican war, tariff, and | 
sub-treasury, and substitute such subjects as | 
might for the time be pending, and the arguments 
would be the same as those which had invariably 
been advanced. On all similar occasions, some 
gentlemen were never ready, and his experience 
satisfied him that there were many who never 
would be ready for the adjournment until the day 
was fixed; and, as the Senator from New Jersey | 
had remarked, when the day was fixed, there was 
a universal disposition to work up to it. Could | 
any Senator point back to an instance where, the 
day for adjournment being fixed beforehand, Con- 
gress had adjourned leaving any great measure | 
untouched ? 
Ile was not afraid to meet, nor was he desirous | 
to avoid a vote on the tariff question; on the con- | 
trary, he was anxious to meetit. He would rather | 
meet it than not; but he would say to those who | 
had charge of that measure, that if they chose to | 
hold it back until the middle of the seventh month | 
of the session, on their heads alone would rest the | 
responsibility of its failure. And he would also | 
say to those who had charge of the sub-treasury, | 
that there has already been ample time for an ex- 
amination of that subject. The committee had 
possession of the subject three months ago; and 
now it was held up as a bugbear to deter them | 
from fixing a day on which to bring the session to 
aclose. He thought there was no greater evil ex- 
isting in this country than these protracted ses- 
sions. ‘Talk about providing financial measures | 
for the ¢ xtraordinary expenditure of the Govern- 
ment! He would remind Senators that the ex- 
penses of Congress itself constituted a very heavy | 
Item in those expenses; he alluded not to the pa 
of members only, but to the public printing, which 
was accumulating in geometrical progression, and 
terminating only with the termination of the ses- 
sion. Had any one offered a plan by which these | 
extraordinary expenses of five hundred thousand 
dollars were to be paid? He had heard of no 
plan. Then let a great portion of that expense be 
curtailed, put a stop to, by an early adjournment | 
of Congress. If, then, so great an expense be in- 
curred merely on account of the petty war with 
Mexico, let it be clearly understood. The Mexi- 
can war! Why it was not so formidable as would | 
be a war with the Indian tribes. 





The Choctaws, || necticut on 
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Cherokees, and Creeks, could do us infinitely more 
injury. Was the existence of that war a cause fn, 
protracting the session? Notatall. He consej- 
entiously believed that every measure of publi 
importance could be acted upon before the 20th 
day of July. If they could not, in eight months 
get through the business of Congress, in his opin. 
ion it would be a proof that they were not worthy 
of the trust that was delegated to them. . 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he was very glad to 
hear sentiments so acceptable advanced by the 
honorable Senator from Indiana. 'The Senator ha 
taken the proper ground with regard to this ques. 
tion. And he was very glad to perceive that while 
such were the views of the Senator from Indiana 
in regard to the necessity for adjournment, ther 
was a very great sensibility on the part of the Sey. 
ator from Arkansas with regard to certain gyeat 
questions. He trusted that it would be wndey- 
stood, not only by the Senate but by the coun: 
where the responsibility rested. The respons, 
bility rested with that gentleman and those wh» 
acted with him. In the midst of the seventh mont) 
of the session, as had been suggested by the 
ator from Indiana, they were but just commencing 
the business of the session, the legislation of the 
country, the necessity for which existed when the 
session commenced; and they were told they must 
await the action of the House of Representatives; 
until they were told by the House that it was tiny 
to adjourn. The House, it seemed to him, had 
had ample time to commence legislation on th; 
subject of the tariff months ago. What assurance: 
had the honorable Senator from Arkansas that, if 
they waited a week longer, they would be approxi- 
mating any nearer to an agreement upon the ting 
for adjournment than they were now? They we: 
asked to wait a week longer, in order that the ques- 
tion might be tested in the House. Why, he had 
heard it remarked, though he did not know how 
true it was, that the question had been already 
tested ina manner somewhat more private than by 
a vote in the House. He was happy to perceive, 
at all events, that there existed, in regard to thes 
great and vital measures, a degree of prudence 
which he had scarcely expected, as indicated in 
the slowness with which the matter had been con- 
ducted. 

It was upon these grounds that he was willing 
that the session should be brought to a close, aud 
he thought that six weeks for the remaining busi- 
ness would be ample. But, independently of thes 
considerations, the suggestions of the Senator from 
Indiana were entitled to the hichest consideration. 
The expenses of the Government were bear 
very heavily upon the resources of the country, 
and those expenses were increasing with incon 
prehensible rapidity, pressing on us with a weiglit 
which must bear us down. He trusted that the 
Senate would come to the conclusion to adopt th 
resolution, and not postpone it, and signify to tli 
House that if they intend to act at all they must 
act speedily. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON desired to say a sing'e 
word in reply to the remarks of the Senator from 
Arkansas. He understood that honorable Senator 
to say that they ought not to fix the day for ad- 
journment until two measures were disposed o!— 
the sub-treasury and the tariff. If these wer 
disposed of there would be no necessity for re- 
maining. In regard to the first of these, it had been 
reported to the Senate this morning. Did anybody 
suppose that they could not act upon it in six 
weeks? Well, how was it in relation to the tari’ 
Though he agreed with the Senator from New Je- 
sey that the old Spanish proverb might be weil 
applied, let well enough alone, yet was the Senator 
from Arkansas not aware that the question of tie 
tariff belonged primarily to the House of Represent 
atives; that it belonged to the House to originate 
the means of raising revenue? and if they sent 0 
the House that resolution for adjournment, the 
House would have the control of it; and if a ma)0- 
rity of that body were disposed to take up the 
tariff and repeal it, or make a new one, It Was 
competent for them to decline acting upon the re- 
solution until they had acted on the tariff. Why, 
then, should the Senate refuse to fix a day for ad- 
journment on account of a measure which, though 
some Senators desired its passage, they could not 
control until the House hal first acted upon it/ 

Mr. SEVIER said it was to be expected that he 
would but argue in vain with his friend from Con- 
e subject of the tariff. He had set 


ry, 














ne 
le 


nt 





igh 
not 


he 
‘on- 
set 








pr when he addressed the Senate before, with 
avin’ that he was as anxious to bring the session 
ri close as anybody could be; but he was also 
4 .S = 


disposed to remain here until the public duty was 
fully discharged. ‘The sub-treasury and the tarifl 
he regarded as measures of vital importance. When 
he spoke of the expenses of the Government, he 
referred to some remarks made the other day by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, in which the Sen- 
ator had stated that the expenses of the Govern- 
ment were now about half a million of dollars a 
day. He adverted to this as a strange circum- 
stance, that gentlemen, knowing the expenses of 
Government to be so enormous, should neverthe- 
less be desirous of adjourning without providing 
ways and means to meet those expenses. ‘They 
were paying $106,000 a day for the army and navy 
proper. Well, who voted for all this? His friends 
on the opposite side voted for it as well as himself, 
and were they now disposed to leave the Senate 
without providing supplies? Was their zeal for 
the preservation of the protective tariff so great 
that, to accomplish that object, they would leave 
those expenses unprovided for? Had it come to 
this, that the tariff had become so deeply engraven 
upon their hearts that they would have Congress 
adjourn in a time when a pressing necessity eXxist- 
ed for legislation? Was there a man who, if the 
time was limited, and the tariff question came up, 
would make any shorter speech on account of the 
limitation? Notatall. But it was said, why did 
not the Howse call up the bill at an earlier day ? 
They had been engaged, it was well known, upon 
questions of importance to the whole country— 
ypon the army bill, providing ways and means to 
cary on the war. ‘They had been sitting every 
day in the week; they had taken no holydays, 
and they now meet at ten o’clock in the morning. 
They meet earlier and sit later than the Senate; and 
yet Senators complain of their tardiness. 

' Invegard to the sub-treasury, as his friend had 
said the other day, it was connected with other 
subjects—with the warehousing system and the | 
mint; and he contended that Congress, engaged as 

they had been with other matters, had not had it 

in its power to proceed yet to the consideration of 
these topics. He, for one, was willing to sit on 

every day in the week, as well as meet at an earlier 

hour, in order to expedite the business. 

The gentlemen over the way had been at their 
homes. ‘They now came back, and proposed that 
Congress should fix an early day for adjournment. 
There was, he thought, something rather unfair in 
this. Six weeks, the gentlemen said, was long 
enough for the passage of the tariff through both 
Houses. When he first came into Congress, the 
subject of the tariff was discussed, and the discus- 
sion occupied at that time six months. In the 
Ilouse, it was true, they had rules, by which, if 
the serews were applied, they might get it through 
in two or three weeks; but in the Senate it was not 
so. They might continue the discussion as long 
as they pleased. Senators might speak against 
ume. ‘There was no means of forcing a vote. How 
easy a thing it would be, one following another, 
and speaking day in and day out, to prevent the 
vole being taken at all? The Senator from Indi- 
ana, he was sure, would be very far from desiring 
to adjourn without doing something in regard to so 
inportant a measure. 

Mr. WEBSTER then rose and addressed the 
Senate. When I stated the other day (said Mr. 
W.) that it was supposed the present daily expen- , 
diture of the Government amounted to about half 
‘ million of dollars, I did not speak on my own 
authority; I spoke on very good authority. I did 
not mean, however, what may be aaek the ex- 
penuses proper of the army and navy; nor did I 
lean to Say that this was an expense which might 
be expected to last; but I did mean to say that | am 
credibly informed that, including the vast charge 
for transportation, adding this to the other expen- 
ses of the increased state of the army and navy, 
‘here is now actually bearing upon the revenue of 
‘he country very nearly half a million of dollars 
per day. One word upon the subject before us. 

Chere isa great deal of truth and weight in what 
was said by the Senator from Arkansas, that the 
‘portant measures which are to be acted on are 
measures which must originate in the other House. 

ery well; itis not in our power to prescribe a 
ume inconsistent with that which asense of duty 
actuating that House would admit, or which would |! 
‘iterfere with the discharge of that duty. The tariff || 
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| gress should adjourn, Ways an 


must originate in that branch. Now, what we do 
in this resolution is to make a proposal; if agree- 
able to that House, if they find it consistent with 
a proper discharge of the duties incumbent upon 
them, why, then, the two Houses may be ready to 
close the session on the 20th; if they do not, they 
may reject the proposal or postpone it, and in the 
meantime go on with the consideration of the busi- 
ness before them. If it were in our power to fix 
the time without consulting the other House, it 
might then be well to consider carefully what re- 
mained to be done by them. 

Mr. SEVIER. Then let the House propose the 
time, and let us consider whether we will concur 


| with them. 


Mr. WEBSTER. Well, there 1s no inference 


| to be drawn from this. Itis as common for the 
| Senate to indicate the time for adjournment as for 
| the House. And, again, do we not see it has been 


tried in the House, and that a decided majority of 


| the House has been defeated by the complexity of 


their rules? Do we not see that there is a decided 
majority of the Hlouse willing to take up the propo- 


| sition and consider it? [ say, therefore, though | 


am as willing to continue the session, if the public 
business require it, as any man in Congress, this is 
only a proposal to go to the House for its approval 


/or disapproval. It seems to me there can be no 


harm in saying whether we are ready now, or not 
ready, to fix a day for the adjournment of the two 


| Houses of Congress. 


Mr. DAYTON. The honorable Senator from 
Arkansas takes us somewhat to task for a dispo- 
sition on our part to adjourn afier having been so 
liberal in voting supplies of men and money for 


| the prosecution of the war with Mexico. He 
| charges me also with always voting for adjourn- 


ments. Sir, | plead guilty entirely to the charge. 
I question very much whether there ever has been 
a motion to adjourn made in this chamber, unless 
some pressing business remained to be transacted, 
where | have not voted in favor of the motion, and 
I believe the honorable Senator from Arkansas has 


generally gone with me in that vote. J believe he 
| and lare of one mind upon this point, that the 
| country is governed too much, and that anything 
| that would tend to diminish the plethora would be 


a benefit. Nor have | any disposition to censure 
the other House for tardiness. The two Houses 


| are very differently constituted. We are numeri- 


cally a much smaller body, and it is wholly unne- 
cessary to sit when we have no work todo. We 


| can dispose of our time better for the public inter- 


est. Itis well known that a large portion of our 
business Is connected with the public offices, and 


| there are other duties which we owe to our con- 
| stituents which the world generally has no con- 


ception of. Nor am | disposed to adjourn now 
without allowing ample time to provide for the 
public business. Six or seven weeks will aflord 


ample time, ‘The appropriation bills can be pass- 
| ed in a comparatively short ime. We are notdis- 
| posed to adjourn without providing the means of 


carrying on the war. But gentlemen think we are 


| disposed to give the tariff the go by, though at the 


expense of a starving army. No such thing. ‘The 


| only measure likely to be proposed in relation to 


the tariff is a measure for starving the army by di- 
minishing the tariff; but [ am very glad to hear the 
Senator’s reference to the tariff is not for a dimi- 
nution of the duties, but to add to the list of dutia- 
ble articles. 1 am glad to hear this admission, 
But it is not my purpose to consume time on this 
subject; as l before said, we on this side of the 


| chamber are willing to aflord ample time, and I 


apprehend that the time intervening between this 
and the 20th day of July will be found quite suf- 
ficient. 

Mr. TURNEY said a large number of troops 


| had been raised, and an appropriation had been 


made for their subsistence, which, according to the 


| Senator from Massachusetts, would suflice for twen- 
| ty days; yet in this condition of affairs, with not 


a dollar in the treasury, it was poapenes that Con- 


: means were to 
be provided, and then appropriations made to carry 


/on the war; and, in this state of things, it was 


gravely proposed that a day should be fixed for the 
adjournment of Congress, assuming that this would 


'| necessarily shorten the session. Now, if the ad- 


vocates of an early adjournment would devise a 


| plan for raising ways and means, he, for one, would 


consent to adjourn at an early period ; but until that 


was done, he was utterly unwilling to fix uponany | 


day. Gentlemen on the other side said they must 
let the tariff alone; it must not be touched. And 
notwithstanding they did give their votes for in- 
creasing the army, they gave reluctant votes—they 
gave them with a protest, to throw the responsi- 
bility on this side of the chamber of raising the 
ways and means. He, for one, would never agree 
to fix the day for adjournment, until provision was 
made for the support of the army. 

Mr. J M. CLA YT N said he acre ed entirely 
with the views expressed by the Senator from 
Kentucky. But, from what he had heard in the 
latter part of this debate, he was induced to allow 
centlemen on the other side to take their own time. 
It was very evident, that, if by their votes Congress 
should adjourn at an early period, and measures 
for the support of the army should fail, the whole 
responsibility would rest upon those with whom he 


acted, He would not vote for fixing a day of ad 


journment for them; he would let them name their 


own time, and take the whole responsibility upon 
themselves, 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was quite sure there 
was no Senator more anxious to adjourn than 
himself; but he must say, looking at the state of 
the business, without referring to any particular 
measure, they were not in a state to fix a day for 
the adjournment. He entirely concurred in the 
opinion that the House of Representatives was the 
proper body to determine this matter. He would 
not fix upon atime forthem. The Senate ought 
to hold itself in reserve, to keep the matter in its 
own power. He thought they ought to proceed as 
expeditiously with the business as possible , With- 
out at present fixing upon any day for adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. BERRIEN said that, from the suggestion 
of the Senator from South Carolina, taken in con- 
nexion with what had been said by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, there seemed to bea peculiar 
propriety in adopting the resolution, It was con- 
ceded, he believed, by the Senator from South 
Carolina, that the business of this branch of Con- 
cress might be concluded within the time proposed, 
but the Senator doubted whether the business of 
the House could. Well, by this resolution they 
were simply proposing to inquire whether, con- 
sistently with the business before them, the House 
would acquiesce in the proposition. If the appre- 
hensions of the Senator from South Carolina were 
realized, the House would of course tell them so; 
but the propriety of adopting this resolution by 
the Senate resulted from:the fact that the rules of 
proceeding In the House did not furnish them with 
an opportunity of bringing the question before 
them. By adopting the resolution, the Senate, 
without deciding the question for them, merely 
furnished them an opportuuity of determining it 
themselves. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he thought it 
exceedingly doubtful whether they would be able 
to get through their own business; but, even if 
they were prepared to determine the day of ad- 
journment, he thought it would be better to deter 
the matter to the House. 

‘The question was then taken on the postpone- 
ment of the further consideration of the resolution 
until Monday next, and it was carried, as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Bachy, 

Jenton, Breese, Calhoun, Chalmers, John M. Clayton, Col 
quitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Haywood, Houston, Jen- 


ness, Jolinson of Maryland, Lewis, MeDutfie, Mangum, 
Pennybacker, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Turney, and Yulee— 


t 


se 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Barrow, Berrien, Thomas 
Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Han 
negan, Huntington, Johnson of Louisiana, Miller, Morehead, 
Niles, Pearce, Semple, Simmons, Upham, Webster, and 
Woodbridge—21. 

The bill to ascertain the claims of American cit- 
izens to indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
the 31st of July, 1801, was read a third time, and 
on the question, Shall this bill ey 

Mr. HANNEGAN demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

The question having been taken, it was decided 
in the affirmative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Bagby, Barrow, Berrien, 
Thomas Clayton, J. M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, 
Dayton, Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Miller, Morehead, Niles, 
Pearce, Sevier, Simmons, Upham, Webster, Westcott, 
am! Woodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Atherton,Benton, Breese, 
Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Hanne- 
gan, Haywood, Jenness, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, Pen- 
nybacker, Rusk, Semple, Speight, Turney, and Yulee—23. 
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[A message was received from the President of | 


the United States, sent in pursuance of aresolution 
of the 5th instant, calling for the correspondence 
between the Department of War and General 
Gaines, on the subject of calling out volunteers; 
and also for the correspondence between General 
Scott and the War Department, touching the com- 
mand of the army on the Rie Grande, The mes- 
sage and correspondence will appear in the Ap- 
pendix. | 


The message and documents were then, on mo- | 


tion, laid on the table and ordered to be printed for 
the usc of the Senate, with the exception of that 
portion of the corre spondence relating to the plan 
of the campaign, 

Mr. HOUSTON submitted a resolution that 
when the Senate mect hereafter, it will meet at the 
hour of ten A. M.; which lies over. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June &, 1846. 

The Journal of Saturday was read in part, and 
ite further reading was dispensed with. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved so to amend it, 
as to state the fact, that on the motion of Mr. A. 
Jounson to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
enabling him to offer a resolution, fixing a day for 
the final adjournment of Convress, he (Mr. 8S.) had 
voted in the affirmative, and not in the negative, as 
erroneously stated, 

The Journal having been so amended, was ap- 

rroved, 

The SPEAKER announced that he had appoint- 
ed Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, and Mr. Carron, 
of New York, members of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, in the place of Messrs. Ye i and 
DAWKER. 

Mr. BOYD said, that he was already a member 
of two other committees; the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, and the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
It was scarcely possible for him to attend to the 
duties of three committees, and he therefore asked 


to he excused from further service, either on the , 


Committce on the Territories, or on the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, in the discretion of the 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said, the eentleman would be 
excused from further service on one of the commit- 
tees, and an appointment made accordingly. 

The special order (the consideration of bills re- 
lating to the Territories) having been postponed to 
this day— 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLASS, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. MeCrie.tanp, of Michi- 

un, in the chair,) on the said order. 

When the committee last rose; it had under con- 
sideration the bil to grant a certain quantity of land 
to aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wiscon- 
sin rivers, and to connect the same by a canal in the 
"Territory of Wisconsin: the question being on the 
proviso heretofore offered by Mr. McCiernanp to 
the second section. 

Mr. MceCLERNAND rose to offer a substitute 
for that proviso. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON rose to suggest to the 
gentlemen having charge of this business, to pass 
by this bill, and to take up others that were press- 
mer, and that ought to be passed, The bill under 
consideration would be resisted, and the time al- 
loted to the special order be entirely consumed in 
debate. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he was willing to accede 
to the suggestion of the gentleman, and to take up 
the bill defining the boundaries of the ‘Territory of 
Iowa. So faras himself and the Delegate of the 
"Tt rrilory were concern d, he be hue ve d the re would 
be no controversy on that bill. 

So the bill in relation to the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers was laid aside for the present, 


BOUNDARIES OF IOWA. 


The committee proceeded to consider the ‘bill 
to detine the boundaries of the State of Iowa, and 
to repeal so much of the act of the 3d of March, 
1845, as relates to the boundaries of lowa.”’ 

The bill having been read through— 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, moved to 
amend the first section of the bill by striking out 
the words ‘forty-three degrees and thirty min- 


utes,’’ where they occur, and inserting in lieu there- , 


of, forty-two degrees. 


a Territorial bill, and should not have been placed 
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Mr. RATHBUN objected to the consideration | 
of the bill in this committee; the bill was not strictly 


on the Territorial calendar. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that this bill was very 
properly referred to this committee; it was a bill 
fixing the boundaries of a Territory, and therefore 
strictly Territorial business. 

The objection was not pressed. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, observed 


sion, after considerable discussion, defining the | 
bounds of lowa. The present bill was altogether 

different in its provisions. It included a much 

larger amount of territory, going to extend the 

new State from the Mississippi to the Missouri 

river. According to the bill now reported from 

the Committee on the Territories, the State of 

lowa would include 53,470 square miles, its north- 

ern boundary being the latitude of 43° 30’. Since 

the passage of the former law, proceedings had 

taken place in the Territory, which would be ex- | 
saheek by the Delegate. It seemed that there did 

exist some difference of opinion in the Territory 

in regard to this question of boundary. From the 

memorial now presented it seemed that a portion of 
the population m the northern part of the Territory 

did not wish to be included within the line as laid 

down in the bill, but would prefer having it estab- , 
lished on the parallel of 42°. 

The amendment moved by Mr. R. was to that 
effect, though he should be better pleased if the 
present bill should not pass at all, and the law 
passed at the last session should be suffered to re- 
main. Nothing would then be required but the 
assent of the people of Lowa to make the Territory 
into a State, and bring it into the Union. He 
thought it would, with the existing boundaries, be 
laree enough to answer all useful purposes. It 
would then have a territory amounting to 44,300 , 
square miles. ‘The State of New York contained 
46,000; Pennsylvania 43,900; so that it would hold 
an intermediate rank between the two. But the 
present bill enlarged it to upwards of 53,000, and 
extended the State across those highlands which, 
it had been maintained, would constitute the best 
western boundary. 

Mr. R. did not wish to consume time in deba- 
tine the bill. Ute had submitted these remarks 
only because he was a member of the-Committee 
on the ‘Territories, and he therefore felt it his duty 
to express his views. He should leave the bill | 
wholly to the management and decision of gentle- 
men from the West, who felt a greater interest | 
than he did in its fate. 

Mr. VINTON inquired how large an extent the 
present bill would include in the State ? 

Mr. ROCKWELL said 53,470 square miles. 

Mr. DOUGLASS thought the gentleman was 
mistaken in this statement. The Commissioner 
of the General Land Office had stated it officially 
at 50,915 square miles. 

Mr. ROCK WELL said he had spoken from the 
report of last year. | 

Mr. DOUGLASS said the Commissioner’s re- 
port had been made since. This subject was by 
no means new to the House. It had occasioned a 
rood deal of trouble at the last session. Mr. D. 
had then been in favor of curtailing the dimensions 
of the State; but he was now perfectly satisfied 
that, whatever might have been the grounds in 
favor of the boundary established last year, it | 
would be the very worst that could be agreed upon; 
the most unnatural; the most inconvenient for the 
State itself, and leaving the balance of the territory 
in the worst shape for the formation of other new 
States. 

Mr. D. was fully satisfied that the Missouri 
ought to be the western boundary of the new State. 
It ought to extend from the one river to the other, 
and if its limits suffered any curtailment, it ought 
to be on the north. ‘The committee had already 
curtailed the extent of the State, so that it was less 
than the people had asked for, and less than their 
Delegate had desired. They had reduced it from 
the boundaries agreed on last year by fifteen thou- 
sand square miles; they had diminished the State 
at the north, and extended it towards the west, so 
that it should reach from the Mississippi to the 
Missouri, and should reach on the north to the 
parallel of 43° 30’. 

There was another fact which ought not to be | 
forgotten. The people of lowa by a very large | 
majority had rejected the boundary established by 


i] 


| Union. But if Congress should determine to chay 
that there was already a law passed at the last ses- | 


| tion, and thus the existing disputes which had | 


_ got there. 
' taken view only at the relative magnitude of the 
| State to its sister States, and seemed quite to over- 
| look what was much more important—convenience, 
, compactness, and adaptation to their own use. 
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the last Congress, on the ground that it did not 
afford them territory enough. They had sineo 


| then formed a new constitution; but on the close 


of the convention, and just before it adjourned 
they had come to a compromise, reconsidered thei: 
vote, and adopted the constitution, inserting jp j; 
the boundaries contained in the present bill: 5 
that, if the present bill should pass, the Territory 
of lowa would at once come in asa State of the 
the boundary from that contained in the bill, the 
people would be under the necessity of holdine 
another convention and adopting a new constity, 

Cen 
happily terminated would be renewed and perpe; 
uated, He trusted no such course would be pur- 
sued, 

He was aware that one meeting had been holden 
in the town of Dubuque, in which a memorial hai 
been adopted recommending as a boundary the 
parallel of 42°; and he was also aware of the inf})- 
ences which had produced that result. He intended 
nothing disrespectful to the citizens of that resper- 
table town. He could not, for he had a thousand 
reasons to be grateful to them: but he knew tha: 


| the people of Dubuque, however anxious they 
' might be for this line of 42°, were still more any- 


ious that Iowa should be enlarged, and that thei; 
town should be made the centre of the State: }; 
they were not willing to have the boundary come 
close to them, so that they would be placed on thy 
frontier. They wished either for such an arrange- 


, ment as should cause Dubuque to be the larves; 


town in a little State, or else to make it the central 
town of a large State. But, whatever micht he 
their particular wishes in the matter, Mr. D. was 
certain that the people of Iowa, as a man, wer 


| opposed to the line for which they petitioned, and 


would prefer that laid down in the bill. Should 
the bill pass in its present form, the new State 
would not be a large one; it would contain but fifty 
thousand square miles, which would make it less 
than Illinois; ten thousand miles less than Michi- 
gan; and almost twenty thousand less than Mis 
souri. He did not, therefore, consider the people 
of lowa as having been at all unreasonable in their 
requests. The boundaries, as laid down in the 
bill, were all natural boundaries: on one side, the 
State would have the Mississippi, on the other the 


, Missouri, and on the north the dividing ridge be- 


tween the valley of the Des Moines river and thy 
St. Peter’s. He could not imagine a more suital: 


_ boundary in that direction, and he hoped the bil! 


would receive the assent of the committee. 


Mr. RATHBUN, though in favor of the gen- 


eral objectof the bill, thought that its details ough 


not to pass without examination. The new State 


'| of Towa, according to this bill, would contain be- 


tween fifty and sixty thousand square miles. But 


/asmall portion of this extent now contained any 
_ people; it was not settled. 


From the greater part 
of this vast extent no voice would for some time be 
heard on that floor. The settlements were chieily 
on the river, from whence they were gradually ex- 
tending back into the country, but they had not yet 
The people were looking with a mis- 


Whatever might be the wish of those now inhab- 
iting the comparatively small part of the State which 
was as yet settled, it was the duty of Congress to 


| legislate with a view to the future, and with regard 


to the interest of the whole country. There were 
now but about one hundred and twenty or two 
hundred thousand people in the Territory, but give 
the State the extent proposed in this bill, and the 
same population to a square mile which was to be 
found in Massachusetts and New York, and this 
State of lowa alone would contain more than three 


millions of people: yes, more than four millions. 
| The State of New York, with an extent of forty- 
_ four thousand square miles, a considerable portion 


of which was broken and utterly worthless, con- 


| tained now nearly three millions of inhabitants; 


but here was a Territory with a virgin soil of the 
highest possible fertility, and scarcely any broken 
or useless territory, and enjoying every possible 
advantage for becoming a great and powerful com- 
monwealth, and it was proposed to give her not 
only as much soil as New York, but some twenty 
thousand square miles more. 


Mr. DOUGLASS here interposed to say that in 

















the 
tal 
pr 


si) 


in 
tal 


th 
he 
ua 
no 


tet 


ill 


th 


1846. 


Deen 





° higey 
tm the amount of her territory, should this bill 


revail, would exceed that of New York by only 
oe thousand square miles, 


last statement the gentleman was wholly mis- | fall out that while one State was added to the 


Mr. RATHBUN resuming, said he had exam- | 


ined the map, and found that the State would con- 
tain more than fifty-three thousand square miles, 
while New York had but forty-four thousand, It 
the boundary of Iowa was fixed where it should 


be. it would not only make her a compact and val- | 
hs 


yable State, but would leave suitable space to the 
north of her, and within the territory of the Uni- 


ted States, to form another State on Rock river. | 


\ccording to the bill passed at the last session, 
there would be left space not only for one State on 
the north, but for another on the west of Lowa. 
Mr. R. entreated gentlemen to pause and to consider 
what was the duty they owed, not merely to the few 
thousand people now in Lowa, but to the country 
cenerally. Let them remember that one of the chicf 
invredients in our safety was to maintain a due 
proportion and balance between the power of the 
Northern and the Southern States, ‘This could not 
he done by forming territory at the North into 
States consisting of fifty or sixty thousand square 
miles, and suffering one State at the South to be 
eahdivided into four or five ‘There were elements 
i this confederacy which required the preservation 
ofa constant check and balance between its differ- 
eut parts. ‘That balance thus far had been hap- 
pily preserved, and Mr, Rt. was for continuing to 
reserve it. 

There were other objections to this bill. ‘These 
centiemen who were the Representatives of large 
Siates well knew that though their large repre- 
sentations gave them some power in that House, 
they had none in the Senate beyond the smallest 
State in the Union; and, besides, the larger the 
Siate the more expensive and the more difficult 
would it be to maintain and preserve the institu- 


tions necessary for its well-being. This whole sub- | 


ect had been thoroughly discussed at the last Con- 
‘ The House had then embodied its decision 
ialaw, and Mr. R, preferred the decision of that 
House to any decision of a convention in Iowa. 
(Mr. R. here read the Jaw of last session. } 

But the committee had been told that the people 
of lowa had rejected that boundary. They had 
done no such thing. 
the constitution Which embraced these boundaries, 


erTress, 


but their objections were rather to the constitution |, 


itself than to the boundaries it had laid down. Had 


tie question of boundary been separated from the | 


quesuon of constitution, the boundary would have | 


been assented to. 
Mr. R. did not object that lowa should be a 


large State and should stand in the first class, but | 
he objected to having territory formed into large | 


States at the North and small ones at the South. 
‘Texas, which did not contain more than twice as 
uch territory, was allowed by the act of annex- 
auon to form in process of time four or five States. 


An example of the evil arising from such an ar- | 


rangement was to be found in the case of Illinois, 
where two distinct portions of territory with inte- 


north and the rich agricultural districts at the south 
of the State. He hoped a similar error would not 
be committed on the present occasion. 


Mr. R. here went into some remarks in regard to || 


the provisions of the ordinance of 1787, which had | 


at first required that no State in the northwestern 
territory should be larger than one hundred and 
lity miles square, but which was so changed that 
the single State of Illinois was between four and 
hve hundred miles long, and between two and 
‘iree hundred miles in width. This change had 
been broken up in consequence of that progress of 
tings by which the northern States became wholly 


freed from slavery, while those at the South were | 
tiled with a slave population. Under what policy || 


lus had been done it was not for him to say; it was 


now settled past alteration; but an opportunity was | 


at present afforded, when territories asked to come 


into the Union, for Congress to prescribe their | 
boundaries as States, and to fix them so as to ad- 


represented the southern interest were just as much 
interested in this as any others, 
ple which addressed itself to the sound sense of 
‘very man. ‘That House was the only branch of 
the Government where this balance could be 


It was a princi- | 
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North, another might come in at the South. Should 
the two Territories of lowa and Wisconsin now 
come in, they would be a balance to those of Flori- 
da and Texas, so that we should preserve the pro- 
poruon which had existed for years past; and then, 
when yet more States should be ready at the North, 


the population of Texas would probably have so 


| forty thousand miles. 


much increased that she could be subdivided and 
keep up the balance at the South. 

On the whole, Mr. R. was for preserving the 
boundary which had been settled last year; but if 
that must be rejected, then he was willing that 
lowa should have about as large an extent as New 
York. Its soil was the best on the globe. There 
was no limit to its fertility and its capacity for sus- 
taining human life; and could the Delegate in rea- 
son ask that he should have such a State as would 
by and by enable him to represent three millions 
anda half of people? He thought it would be 
better for lowa herself to limit her extent to about 
Ohio stood high in this 
Union, and her power and influence in that body 
was hourly increasing. Yet she had less territory 
than New York; and now it was asked that lowa 
should supersede both. Mr. R. was against making 
empires; he preferred that we should have States 
in this Union. Let it be remembered that when 
once this boundary was fixed it was fixed forever. 

Mr. DODGE, the Delegate from lowa, ex- 
messed his regret that the gentleman from New 
Vork should have made the speech which he had 
deemed it his duty to do. He remembered that, 
during the great ‘exas question, the objecuion to 
the admission of that State had been met by the 


' alleged fact that lowa had a territory of eighty 


thousand square miles; yet she had in fact but 
sixty thousand seven hundred, which was less than 
the contents of Virginia. He thought his people 
had been very reasonable in their demands, and 
they considered themselves as quite safe, so long 


| as they kept their limits within those which had 
y Ke} 


been allowed to Missouri. Every Legislature 


_ which had ever met in that Territory had recom- 


mended the same boundaries on the east and west; 
they had all insisted on having the Mississippi on 
the one side and the Missouri on the other. ‘The 


| people of the Territory had always been in the 
It was true they had rejected || 


yabit of connecting those rivers with the notion of 
their State boundary; and when, at the last session, 
they found that Congress had given them, instead 
of these, mere arbitrary and artificial lines, they 
rose up as one man, and, by an overwhelming vote, 
rejected the Constitution. Had the boundary ques- 
tion been separated (as the gentleman from New 
York had suggested) from the question of the Con- 
stitution, the boundary would not have received 
five hundred votes: they rejected the Constitution 
chiefly because the boundary was in it. ‘They 
preferred having a large State with 60,500 square 


| miles, and they had instructed their Delegate by 
'no means to accept of any amendment which 
| should cut them off from the Mississippi and 
| Missouri rivers. In conformity with their wishes, 





‘| Mr. D. had by leave introduced a bill granting 
resis entirely diverse were thrown into one com- || 
tunity. He referred to the mining districts at the || 


them the whole of what they asked. It was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the ‘Territories. Mr. 
D. had appeared and pleaded their cause before 
the committee a number of times, but could not 


| succeed; the committee struck out the boundaries 
he had proposed, and had inserted others, which, | 


while they extended the State from the Mississippi 
to the Missouri, gave it but 43,300 miles of sur- 
face. The Commissioner of the General Land 


|| Office stated the contents to be 50,915 square 


miles. Admitting this to be the size of the State, 
how would lowa compare with other States of the 
Union? She would have say 51,000 square miles. 
Virginia had 64,000; Georgia had 58,200; Mich- 
igan had 60,000; while Missouri had 67,415 square 


| miles, being 17,000 more than was asked for lowa; 


Alabama had 50,000, and Florida 53,000. 

As for the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Ratueun,]| he seemed disposed neither to let lowa 
be a State nor to do anything for her as a Terri- 
tory. When a bill had been up the other da 


| granting her some little matters by way of an outfit 
Just the balance of power. He held that those who | 


as a Territory before her marriage to the Union, 
this same gentleman rode over it rough shod; he 
cut and slashed and slew to the right and left. He 


| was for keeping the State from touching the Mis- 
| souri river; and when she asked anything as a 
'| Territory, he immediately threw it into her teeth | 
Preserved, and he hoped that matters might so || that she was presently to become a State. If the 
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gentleman disliked the boundary in this bill, pray 
what boundary was he willing to grant? For as 
to that established by the law of last session, he 
here told that gentleman and every other that it 
never would be accepted. The boundary now 
proposed was far less than tnat which his people 
had desired and hoped, but the committee had laid 
down such lines as they deemed best after looking 
at the whole subject. Until a week ago, Mr. D. 
had supposed that these never would be submitted 
to, but he had recently received a letter which in- 
formed him that the convention towards the close 
of its sitting had agreed to accept; and though be- 
fore, on a test vote, the convention had insisted on 
having the first boundary which had been demand- 
ed, only eight out of thirty-four dissenting, yet 
one day after they had received a statement of the 
boundary as now proposed, they had receded from 
their former ground, and agreed to accept these 
terms by a vote of forty-three to thirty. Now the 
gentleman from New York was willing thai the 
State should have forty-four thousand square miles; 
these boundaries eave her but six thousand more. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, further 
explained the reasons which had induced him to 
move to amend the bill by substituting the parallel 
of 42° for that of 43° 30’; but, on further examina- 
tion, he had become satisfied that that parallel 
would reduce the dimensions of the State too 
much—bring them down, in fact, to about twenty- 
four thousand miles. He should, therefore, with- 


' draw that amendment, and would instead move 


| Wisconsin. 


| Pennsylvania and New York. 


that the bill be reported back to the House with 
a reconimendation that it be reeommitted with im- 
structions that the committee should reconsider the 
northern boundary. 

Mr. R. supported this motion by insisting on 
the great ferulity in the soil of Lowa, and the im- 
mense population which it would be able to sup- 
port. Ele insisted on the opinion of the people of 
Dubuque that the State would be too large to allow 
another to be formed above it on the Mississippi. 
He dwelt on the respectable character of these pe- 
titioners, and the weight which such an opinion, 
coming from such a quarter, ought to have on the 
committee, 

Mr. GORDON was for letting the peaple of lowa 
have such a State as they themselves wanted. As 
to the balance between north and south, on which 
his colleague had so much insisted, Mr. G. thought 
there was another balance which they were equally 
bound to consult, and that was between the west- 
ern States and those on the Atlantic. But, on the 
whole, he was ready to allow the boundaries of 
the State to be where the people of the ‘Territory 
desired to fix them. 

Mr. VINTON wished to state a few facts which 
he thought ought to have an influence on the House 
in deciding on this question. At the last session 
this subject of creating States beyond the Missis- 
sippi had been fully considered, and no question 
except that of ‘Texas had excited more interest in 
the House, and after full and extended debate, a 
bill passed by a great majority fixing the boundaries 
of lowa, and another forming a constitution for 
The Senate passed the bill, and it be- 
came aiaw. The State of Lowa, as determined by 
that bill, was of an intermediate size between 
It was at least fif- 
teen per cent. larger than the State of Ohio. While 


| the latter had but thirty-nine thousand square miles, 


| lowa had forty-four ‘thousand. 


| of the West. 


| could as well maintain from eight to ten millions | 


From all the in- 
formation which he could collect he was led to be- 
lieve that no part of these United States possessed 
an equal capacity for maintaining an immense pop- 
ulation. Her capacity in this respect was certainly 
equal to, if not greater, than that of any other part 
In addition to which, she enjoyed 
hydraulic facilities equal to any other State. He 
believed that Ohio, if fully peopled and cultivated, 


of people as she now maintained the two millions 


| of her present population; and he did not doubt the 


| not Iowa contain ? 


day was coming when such a result would be real- 
ized. Reasoning on the same ratio, what might 
It was, he knew, very natural 
for the people of a Territory to desire to have a 


| wreat State; and, if Congress was willing to let 


the people of lowa cut and carve for themselves, 
he did not doubt that they would have their State 
extend to the mouth of the Columbia. 

But that was not the rule by which the House 
was to be regulated. In deciding a question of 


| this kind, it should be considered on the broadest 
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grounds, 


as a great question of national policy, 
having respect to the partion of States between 
the Mississippi river and the Pacific ocean. If, as 
was expected by some gentlemen, we were about 
extending the boundaries of the Union still further 
than they reached at present, the question became 
more and more important as the Union was en- 
larved. The law of the last had been 
prisene d with creat deliberation, and had been shaped 
with a view to the best data then in possession of 
the House. What was the objection to it? It 
amounted to this, that the people of Lowa did not 
want to have their boundary fixed as the law es- 
tablished it. Now, the boundary as settled at the 
last session had resulted from the adoption of the 
recommendations of VM. Nicolet, an engineer of 
vreat and intelligence. ‘That gentleman 
had explored the w hole of the West, and had made 
a report in regard to the best mode of dividing the 
vast territory between the Mississippi river and the 
Rocky Mountains, and he had pointed out the 
houndary of the future States according to the 
natural of the country. It was he who, 
after the investigation of the country in question, 
had proposed the boundary which Courress had 


session 


science 


features 


adopted, 

Mr. DOUGLASS. He never was there. 

Mr. VINTON, ‘The from Illinois 
aid that Mr. Nicolet had never been there. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. Tle only went up one river 
and down the other. 

Mr. VIN'TON could nots 
Hlis report certamily deseribed very minutely and 
correctly both the geological and vreographical fea- 
of the country, and the boundaries had been 
laid down according to his map. It was now pro- 
posed to allow to lowa fifty-one thousand square 
miles instead of forty-three thousand. Why should 
Was not Pennsylvania a large and 
Was not Ohio a re spectable mem- 
ber of the Union? Why should lowa have so 
much more territory than either? If her soil were 
barren, and the surface of her territory broken and 
unfit for cultivation, it would be a different case, 
for a desert was no better than a lake. But, in- 

ad of that, her territory consisted of the richest 
aud most productive soil in the known world. If 
the new State should be of sustaining as 
rreat a population as that of New York or Penn- 
' suflicient, and that the 


rentieman 


Ly but that might be, 


ture 


this be done? 
mighty State 


capable 


svlvania, he thoucht it was 
people of the territory might very we Il be content- 
ed. "The people of Lowa wanted diferent bound- 
aries, That might be; but 
dividine the territory belonging to the Union, and 
aving it out into States, it ought to consider what 
the public and general policy of the country re- 
quired, and what would be the influence of its ac- 
tion, not merely on the new State to be cre ated, but 
on all the States of the Confederac y: Mr. V. was 
disposed to pay a proper degree of respect to the 
WW ish s and convenience of the ye ople of lowa, but 
he utterly denied that their will was to be the par- 
law that must govern Congress In its 
action. ‘I'he people of that Territory had gone to 
work ina wav that had not been usual heretofore. 


when Congress was 


unmount 


Instead of leaving it to the other members of the 
Confederacy in what way they chose to parution 
out their own territory, this handful of people ina 
‘Territory laid out for themselves a State of inor- 
dinate dimensions, and of such a form and extent 
as would destroy the symmetry and due propor- 
tion of other States to be ere ated in the ir bane di- 
ate vieinity. Mr. V. thought that if they had a 
State assiened them, with suttable boundaries, 
equal inextent and superior in fertility to Penn- 
sylvania or New York, it was quite enough. They 
would leave room for two other good States on the 
Mississippi and Missouri; but if the present bill 
should prevail, there could be but one more State 
formed between those rivers. 

Mr. V. admitted that the boundaries proposed 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rock- 
wet} would leave the State toosmall. He should 
propose before he took his seat to amend the pres- 
ent bill by striking out the words 30°, after the 
words 43°, so as to leave the 43d parallel as the 
northern boundary of the State. This would then 
leave a State of the same class in point of size with 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. He had no 


objections that the State should run from river to 
river with 43° for a boundary; there would be 
room for two good States above it. 

One principle had been asserted to which Mr. 
The gentleman from New 


VY. could not subscribe. 








York had represented this as a question between 


the Northern and Southern States. Mr. V. wholly | 
| disclaimed any such view. 


been put on other grounds in the last Congress. 
It so happened that a majority of the States of the 
Union was found at present on the Atiantic sea- 
board, while on the other hand the entire valley 
watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries con- 
stituted by nature one continuous and connected 
system, Whose great interests never could be dis- 
severed, ‘This vast and fertile valley was occu- 
ned by some States in which slavery existed, and 
»y others where it did not; but, notwithstanding 
the distinction, they were inseparably linked and 
bound together by the hand of nature herself. 
‘Their prosperity was mutually dependant upon 
cach other: Ohio was bound to Louisiana, Mis- 
sourt was bound to Lowa, and all the States lying 
between were connected together in the same man- 
ver. ‘The valley would, in process of time, con- 
tain two-thirds of the population of the Union, and 
by making these new Western States very large, 
Congress would be laying the foundation for fu- 
ture empires beyond the mountains. ‘To that it 
must come at last. 

Now, by giving these States such very large 
boundaries, the result would be this: that while 
the vast majority of the population of the United 
States would lie west of the mountains, the West- 
ern States which contained them, owing to their 
small numbers, would be in the minority in the 
Senate, while they would have a vast majority in 
the other Hiouse. ‘The country north of the Ohio, if 


it should be restrained according to the ordinance | 


of 1787, so as to contain no more than five States, 
could have but ten voices in the Senate, though it 
was able to sustain fifty millions of people. Every 
Western man must perceive in a moment, whether 
Western policy did or did not enjoin the enlarge- 
ment of the new States. By making these States 
so very large, gentlemen were obviously and inev- 
itably destroying the ultimate power, weight, and 
influence of the West in this Government. Asa 
Western man Mr. V. had always resisted this, 
and always should resist it. He was perfectly 
willing that lowa should be a large State, and that 
she should be in the same class with the greatest 
States of the Union, But that was all which jus- 
tice required; it was all that the West ought to 
consent lo, if, as wise men, they had any regard 
to the relative power of the West in the Conted- 
eracy. ‘The decision on this very bill would affect 
every man living beyond the mountains, and lowa 
herself was as deeply interested in the policy as 
any other portion of the great West. 

‘This with Mr. V. was a controlling considera- 
tion. He believed that the great western valley 
would be the conservative power of this Union. 
Whoever on the Atlantic shore or whoever on the 
South might, from embittered feelings, be disposed 


_ THE ‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question had | 


to disrupt the Union, the people of the valley | 


would not consent that it should be dissolved. 
Having the great mass of the population and pow- 
er of the Confederacy, they would never suifer 
themselves to be divorced trom the great commer- 
cial marts, either on the Atlantic or in the Gulf. 
Whenever such an attempt should be made, the 
enure mass of western States would present one 
unbroken front. It was therefore a question be- 
tween the East and the West, and not between the 
free and the slave States. In this great question, 
western Virginia and Mississippi and Louisiana 
had the same interest with Ohio and Indiana and 


lilinois, and all the States to be formed north of 


them. 

The links of this great western chain could never 
be torn asunder. And yet this conservative power 
of the Union might be rendered powerless, and all 
lis strength frustrated, by depriving it of its own 
due representation in the Senate of the United 
States. Wherever the great mass of population 
existed, there the political power ought to exist. 
It was on these principles that Mr. V. must ever 


be opposed to the formation of great and extensive | 


States in the Mississippi valley. He thought we 
had carried this indulgence of the wishes of the 
‘Territories quite far enough. He saw no good 
reason for een the law of the last session; 
but, if it must be changed, let the boundary be 
fixed at 43° north, and in that shape he should 
cheerfully vote for the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said that though he concurred 


‘ entirely and most heartily in the able general views | 


and principles which had just been expressed by 





_ Sune 8, 


| the gentleman from Ohio, he could not go y 


“tei = ; ; ith 
him in the conclusion to which he came. What 
did the gentleman propose? He would take oi a 


strip of territory about thirty miles wide from river 
to river. In doing this he would prefer a natural 
boundary. The line, as now proposed, run on 9 
dividing ridge which turned the waters north and 
south. It was a barren unproductive strete) of 
country, unfit for cultivation except in the ine. 
diate vicinity of the Mississippi; in proof of which 
| he might refer to the fact that when travellino ce, 
part of the country the United States troops h id 
been obliged to earry wood for cooking their 
victuals for forty miles on horseback. 7 

The difference, therefore, to either the State of 
lowa, or to the State north of it, whether the jjnp 
run thirty miles higher or lower, would be as yor). 
ing; while, on the other hand, the adoption of t) ; 
amendment would compel the people of lows ; 
hold another convention, and agree to another eo, 
stitution, while in fact they would save nothing. lf 
it were not for this consideration, Mr. D. would jo 
perfectly indifferent as to the adoption or reject 
of the amendment. : 

Mr. DODGE (speaking under obvious exejtp. 
ment) said that he should be reckless to the dyty 
he owed to a generous and confiding people did }y 
not oppose the amendment which had now bevy 
moved. ‘The gentleman from Ohio had taken oo. 
casion to repeat, in substance, the speech which he 
had made at the last session. He had said th.) 
this subject created great excitement in the Horse 
at the last session, but the truth was, that, exee;; 
that produced by the gentleman’s own speec). 
there had been none at all. The bill came before 
the House when the minds of certain gentleyyey 
were smarting under the recent annexation of Tex. 
as; and he must do the gentleman from Ohio +) 
justice to say, that his speech on that oceasion had 
evinced great ability, and he had exhibited eres: 
industry in following it up afterwards and making 
it as eflective as possible. He had had his speee) 
put in pamphlet form, and laid on the desks of 
Senators, when the bill went to the other House, 
and he had gone personally among them, and ex- 
erted his utmost influence in its behalf; nor had |y 
labored in vain. 

The gentleman had complained that the peop!e 
of lowa had taken the matter of boundary into thei 
own hands, and had proceeded without any pre- 
paratory action on the partof the House. Mr. D. 
had struggled hard to obtain such action betore- 
hand. The House had given the State sixty-tve 
thousand square miles; but the gentleman had fol- 
lowed his speech into the Senate, and had, by the 
exertion of his talent and industry, obtained tl 
passage of the law in the shape it assumed last ses- 
sion, and which the people of Iowa rejected. 

As to the gentleman’s amendment, it would cut 
the river Des Moines, which was the chief river 
of lowa, and on which the ultimate seat of Gov- 
ernment must be placed, directly into two. The 
act of the last session, too, cut them off from the 
Missouri. In such boundaries the people of lowa 
never would acquiesce. But the gentleman si 
that, as to their wishes and feelings, they shou 
be disregarded, and that Congress should look only 
at the great lines of public policy and the danger 
of future disunion, and all that. God forbid that 
Mr. D. should attempt for a moment to dictate the 
line of policy that should be adopted by the people 
of the United States! But the course of the ge 
tleman was quite consistent. It would not be for- 
gotten that this was the course of the constant, 
stern, undeviating, eternal opponent of preemption 
rights and of the graduation of the public lands 
This great advocate of Western interests had mace 
these vital points, joined with his Atlantic allies in 
open opposition to the West. He deserved, there- 
fore, at least the praise of consistency. But it was 
somewhat remarkable that gentlemen from Mas- 

| sachusetts and New York should stand with this 
Western champion in opposing this Western bill. 
It was very strange that gentlemen from that part 
of the Union should so strenuously oppose a bill 
which, according to the gentleman from Ohio, was 
to secure to their section of the Union such a 
mammoth power. 

If Mr. D. remembered right the greenest laurels 
which adorned this gentleman’s brow had beet 
acquired by his great and memorable exertions 11 
extending the boundaries of Ohio against the weak 
| and feeble Territory of Michigan. On that occa- 
(| sion the gentleman could override and break dow” 
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the ordinance of 1787, on which he now laid so 
great stress—an ordinance which the venerable 
ex-President of the United States [Mr. Apams] 
had declared on that floor to be as binding as any 
law, human or divine. Arguments against the 
iil] might proceed with some propriety from that 
eentleman when he was prepared to restore the 
lundered territory to the State of Michigvan—ter- 
Sort which had been seized, plundered, and trans- 
fe rred at the point of the bayonet, by the hand of 
violence and civil strife, in a contest where brother 
erood against brother, and father against son. 
These remarks of Mr. Doper led to explana- 
tions on the part of Messrs. VI N'TON and THUR- 
\LAN, as to the events of the celebrated border 
war between Ohio and Michigan, After which, | 
the question was taken on Mr. Vinton’s amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative—ayes 54, noes 


: At the conclusion of the debate—- 

Mr. BOWLIN moved an amendment to the bill, 
cy as to deseribe the boundaries of the State in the 
precise terms or language used in the constitution | 
formed by the convention of lowa, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

WISCONSIN. | 

The bill to enable the people of the Territory of 
Wisconsin to form a constitution and State Gov- 
ernment, and for the admission of such State into 
the Union, was then taken up. 

\ debate here sprung up, in which Messrs. 
DROMGOOLE and DOUGLASS were the chief 
eombatants, but in which Messrs. VIN'TON and 
THURMAN also took part. It turned on the 
question, whether the ordinance of 1787 was or was 
jot obligatory on Congress, in that part of it 
which restricted the number of States to be formed 
out of the Northwest Territory to the number of 
fye, It was contended, on the one hand, that it 
did bind Congress, because Congress had accepted 
the cession from Virginia with that condition in it. 
lt was maintained, on the other hand, that other 
States also claimed the territory, and also ceded it, 

id that, in their deeds of cession, no such con- 
duion was found; that Virginia had no more right 
to bind the United States than they had; that it was 
doubtful whether the territory belonged to Virginia 
at all, or at least whether she had a better title to 
t than the other States which claimed it; and 
finally, that, whether the deed of cession had or 
had not once been binding, it was superseded and 
virtually annulled as to the restriction of new States 
by the clause in the Constitution which allowed 
Congress to admit new States into the Union, with- 
out auy restriction as to number or size. 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
inilto grant a quantity of land to aid in the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and 
to connect the same by a canal in the Territory of 
Wisconsin. 

When this bill was under consideration on the 
4th instant, the question pending was on an amend- 
ment of Mr. MeCiernanp. He now modified 
lis amendment, when it was agreed to; and the 
bill was laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The bill to authorize the constituted authorities 
of the county of Polk, in the Territory of Lowa, || 
‘0 enter a quarter-section of land for a seat of jus- 
ee, was taken up and read, and, no amendment 
veing proposed, was laid aside to be reported to | 
the House, 1] 

The bill to repeal an act of the 3d of March, 
Is43, for the relief of the Stockbridge Indians, 
ii the terrritory of Wisconsin, and for other pur- 
poses,’ was next taken up. 

The bill repeals the act of 3d March, 1843, 
which made the whole Stockbridge tribe of In- 
cians citizens of the United States, and restores 
‘them to their ancient form of government. The 
second section directs the Governor of Wiscon- 
sin to open a book for the enrolment of such of 
‘he tribe as shall desire to become and remain 
cuzens of the United States, the book to continue | 
‘pen three months; after which the township of 
“ad now held by the Indians shall be divided into | 
'wo parts—one for the Indians, and the other for 
‘ie citizens, according to their relative numbers; 
the Indian lands to be held in common, the others 
‘0 be divided among the citizens by metes and 
sounds. ‘Those Indians who become citizens for- 
fat their right to any portion of the annuity now 
payable, or which may hereafter become payable, | 
trom the United States to the Stockbridge tribe of || 
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Indians. The third section provides, as an indem- 
nity for money paid by the Stockbridges to the 
Winnebagoes and Menomonies in the years 1821 
and 1822, and for quieting all other claims, that 
the sum of two thousand dollars be paid to said 
tribe. 

The bill, on motion of Mr. MARTIN, was 
amended by substituting **the sub-agent for In- 

.. © : ry: 
dian affairs” in place of ‘the Governor of Wis- 
consin,’’ to open books of enrolment, and in fixing 
the metes and bounds of lands to be assigned to 
Indians becoming citizens of the United States. 
Also, ‘creasing the amount appropriated in the 
third section from $2,000 to $5,000. 

‘wo other immaterial amendments were also 
made to the bill at the instance of Mr. MARTIN; 
when it was laid aside to be reported to the House, 

‘The committee then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill granting certain lands to the ‘l'erri- 
tory of Lowa to aid in the improvement of the Des 
Moines river. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Represer tctives 
of the United Slates of edmervicu in Congress assembled, That 
there be and hereby is granted to the ‘Territory of Lowa, tor 
the purpose of aiding said Terrntory to improve the naviga 
tion of the Des Moines river from its mouth to the Racoon 
Fork, (so catled,) in said ‘Territory, one equal moiety, in 
alternate sections of the public lands, (remaining uasold, 
and not otherwise disposed of, incumbered, or appropriated.) 
in astrip five miles in width on cach side of said river; to 
be selected within said ‘Territory by an agent or agents to be 
appointed by the Governor thereot, subjeet to the approval ot 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 2. nd le it further enacted, That the lands hereby 
granted shall not be conveyed or disposed of by said Terri 
tory, nor by any State to be formed out of the same, except 
as said improvements shall progress; that is, as soon asa 
section or mile, or any greater extent of such work, shall be 
completed, and duly certined by the Governor of said ‘Terri 
tory or State to the President of the United States, the said 
Territory or State may sell and dispose of a quantity of said 
land, on each side of the work so completed and certified as 
aforesaid, equal to the value thereof; and so from time to 
tiie, as the work progresses and said certificates are mad >, 
until said work is completed; Provided, Said lands shall be 
used for the purpose mentioned in this act, and no other. 

Sec. 3. And Le it further enucted, That the said river Des 


Moines shall be and torever remain a public highway for the 


use of the Government of the United States, tree from any 
toll or other charge whatever for any property of the United 
States, or persous in their service, passing through or along 
the same: Provided, always, That it shall not be competent 
for the said Territory or future State of Lowa to dispose of 
said lands, or any of them, ata price lower than, forthe time 
being, shall be the miniinum price of other public lands. 


On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the second | 


section was stricken out, and another section insert- 
ed in place thereof. 

Mr. DODGE moved to amend, by adding an ad- 
ditional section to the bill; which was agreed to. 

And the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

The bill to equalize the compensation of the sur- 
veyors-general of the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes, was then taken up. 

[The bill provides that the surveyor-general of 
the public lands in Wisconsin and Lowa, and the 
surveyor-general of the public lands in Arkansas, 


shall be entitled to the same compensation as other | 


surveyors-general of the public lands, and the same 
allowance for clerk-hire as the surveyor-general 
northwest of the river Ohio. And it further provides, 
that deputy surveyors shall take an oath that their 


| surveys are faithfully and correctly made; and upon 
) } 


proof, in any court of competent jurisdiction, that 
surveys are not faithfully and correctly made, the 
deputy making and returning them shall be deem- 
ed guilty of perjury, and his bond shall thereupon 
be sued, and the institution of the suit shall act as 


| a lien upon any property owned or held by such 


deputy or his sureties at the time of commencing 


| sult. ] 


Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the bill, by 
striking out the words ‘and surveyor-general of 
Arkansas.’’ The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

And the committee proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill disaffirming all laws of the Terri- 
tories of Iowa and Wisconsin granting banking 
privileges. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill to establish an additional land office in 
the Territory of lowa, was next considered. 

(The bill provides for the creation of a new land 


office, for the sale of the public lands in lowa, west | 
of a line running north from the northern boundary | 


of Missouri, between ranges 17 and 18 degrees west 
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of the fifth principal meridian, to the line between 
townships 77 and 78 north; thence east with the 
line between townships 77 and 78 north, to the line 
between ranges 12 and 13 west, thence north with 
the line between ranges 12 and 13 west, to the 
northern boundary of Lowa, to be called the west- 
ern land district.) 


The bill also provides for the appointment of a 
register and receiver for the land office, with the 
same Compensation and powers, to perfom duties 
similar to those required of other land oflicers of 
the United States. The office to be kept at such 
place as shall be designated by the President, who 
Is also authorize d to remove the same to any other 
place whenever he may think proper to do so. 

No amendment being proposed to the bill, it was 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindsey 
Ward, of the Territory of Wisconsin, was taken 
up, and, being decided to be a private bill, and 
consequently not included in the special order for 
‘Territorial business, was thrown out, 

The bill to provide for the payment of the Towa 
militia, called into service in December, 1839, was 
then taken up. 

("The bil provides that the militia of the Territo 
ry of Lowa, called into service in IR39, on the re- 
quisition of the United States marshal in’ that 
‘Territory, and afterwards mustered by Lieutenant 
Rugeles, of the urmy, shall be paid as the militia 
of other States and Territories heretofore called 
into service have been paid—the whole amount not 
to exceed §14,355. These militia were called out 
during the border war disturbances between Mis 
sourt and Lowa. 

The bill was amended, on motion of Mr. 
DODGE, by adding a proviso that no officer of a 
grade higher than a captain shall reeeive pay. 

Mr. DODGE explained the bill, and said it had 
already twice passed the House, but too late to get 
through the Senate. 

Mr. G. W. JONES inquired if the militia had 
been called out by authority of the United States 
or by Territorial authority ? 

Mr. DODGE. answered, hy the Governor and 
the Marshal, both of whom were oilicers appointed 
by the United States. 

Mr. JONES. “ Yes, and to prosecute a quar- 
rel which they had no business to get into”? Mr. 
Joners then went on to oppose the bill, and moved 
that it be report d tothe House with a recommen- 
dation that it do not pass, 

Mr. DODGE defended the bill. 

And the question was put on Mr. Jonrs’s mo- 
tion, and it passed in the affirmative; and the bill 
will be reported accordingly. 

The bill to enable the pe ople of Wisconsin Ter- 
ritory to forma Constitution and State Govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the 
Union, was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, was amended in 
the first section by striking out the words “ re- 
siding within the limits hereinafter desionated,”? so 
as to make it read that the people of Wisconsin be 
authorized to form a constitution, &e.; and, 

On motionof Mr. MARTIN, was further amend- 
ed by striking out from the proviso in the sixth 
wroposition to be submitted to the convention of 

Visconsin the condition that the convention shall 
provide by a clause in the constitution, to be irre- 
vocable without the consent of the United States, 
‘that the said State doth consent to and accept the 
boundaries in the act preseribed,’’ 

With these two amendments the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

The committee then rose and reported the bills 
upon which it had acted. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
‘bills reported from the Committee of the Whole, 
and— 

The bill to amend the act entitled an act to grant 


'a quantity of land to the Territory of Wisconsin 


for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal to con- 
nect the waters of Lake Michigan with those of 
Rock river, reported without amendment, was 
forthwith read a third time and passed. 

The bill making an appropriation for the survey 
of the Des Moines river was next taken up, and 
the question was on its third reading— 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that it be laid on the 
table. 

The yeas and nays were taken on the motion, 
and there were—yeas 91, nays 46. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 
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The bill to aid in the construction of certain roads Mr. D. also, from the same committee, submit- || Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Haywood, Ho 


in the Territory of Wisconsin was next considered, 
and— 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved that the bill 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. HUNT, of New York, asked for the yeas 
and nays; they were refused, 

And the question was put on Mr. Jongs’s mo- 
ticn, and it was agreed to, and the bill was laid on 
the table accordingly. 

An adjournment was here moved and lost. 

And on motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was 
agreed to meet to morrow at ten o’clock in the fore- 
noon. 

‘The bill making appropriations for certain im- 
provements in the ‘Territory of lowa next came up. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee said it was similar to 
the bill just laid on the table, and he would make 
the same motion with respect to this bill. 

‘The motion prevailed, and the bill was laid on 
the table. 

Another motion was here made that the Tlouse 
adjourn. 

it was newatived. 

The bill to direct the sale of the reserved mineral 
lands in the States of [linois and Arkansas, and 
the ‘Territories of Wisconsin and Lowa, came up. 

This bill was amended in Committee of the 
Whole by substituting an entire new bill. 

The pre vious question was moved, and on the 
counting for the second a quoram did not vote. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, June 9, 1846. 

Mr. YULEE desired to know of the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands, when it was in- 
tended to take up the bill to reduce and craduate 
the price of the public lands, and for other pur- 
wees? 

Mr. BREESE expressed the anxiety on the part 
of the committee to have the bill alluded to, con- 
sidered and passed, and moved that it should be 
taken up with a view to making it the special or- 
der for Monday next. 

The motion to take up was agreed to, and the bill 
made the special order for Monday next. 

{A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
passed an act to amend the act entitled ** An act to 
grant a quantity of land to the Territory of Wis- 
consin, for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal 
to connect the waters of Lake Michigan with those 
of Rock river.] 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following reso- 
lution; which hes over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to furnish the Senate with a copy of such 
vortion of a letter from Commodore Lawrence 
Caner, United States navy, dated on or about 
the 31st ultimo, as relates to a dock at the navy 
yard, be ns icola. 

Mr. TURNEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which hes over: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to Inquire into the expediency of ex- 
empting from arrest and seizure the property of 
volunteers for debt during their continuance in the 
military service of the United States. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution; | 


which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be directed to inquire mnto the best 
means of establishing a regular communication by 
mail between St. Augustine and Key West, and 
between Key West and Pensacola, and particular- 
ly whether the steamers connected with the reve- 
nue service can be employed for such purpose 
without injury to the public interest. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported, without amendment, 
the House resolution authorizing the erection of a 
monument to Washington upon the public grounds 
within the city of Washington, D. C. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, reported, without amendment, the bill re- | 


lating to, and increasing the duties of, the Attorney 
General. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom was referred the House bill for 


the relief of Langtry and Jenkins, reported it!) “yyys 


without amendment. 


| ted an adverse report upon the petition of Jonathan 
Tyne; which was ordered to be printed. 
The Senate considered the resolution submitted 


by Mr. CASS, providing for the printing of 5,000 1 


copies of the Message of the President, received a 
few days since, transmitting certain correspond- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ence between the United States and Great Britain | 


in relation to the right of search, a copy of the pro- 
test by Mr. Cass against the Quintuple Treaty, and 
the correspondence in relation thereto. 


Mr. HAYWOOD objected to this daily increase | 


of expenses, which were already too great. This 
Message had already been ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate, and would necessarily go 
into the public documents, and become part of the 
history of the country. The cost of this extra 
number would be $1,500. 

After a few words from Mr. CASS and Mr. 
BENTON, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Printing; which 
motion was agreed to. 

The Senate considered the resolution submitted 
by Mr. YULEE, inquiring into the expediency of 
granting alternate sections of the public lands to 
the several States in which they lie, for the im- 
provement of the navigation of rivers and the prose- 
cution of public works; which resolution was 
negatived; ayes 12, noes21. 

‘The Senate considered the resolution, submitted 
yesterday by Mr. Houston, providing for the 
meeting of the Senate at the hour of ten o’clock, 
A. M. 

Mr. NILES suggested, asa modification, that 
the hour of eleven be inserted instead of ten. 

Mr. HOUSTON accepted the modification; when 

On motion, it was ordered that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed until Mon- 
day next. 

‘The Senate considered the following resolution, 
submitted yesterday by Mr. Woopsrineée, which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether any 
measures have been taken to carry into effect the 
2d and 6th articles of the treaty with the Chip- 
pewa Indians, entered into at La Pointe on the 4th 
day of October, 1842, so far as the same relates to 
the removal of those Indians from the mineral 
lands of Lake Superior, and whether any, and 


what suitable country has been, or 1s intended to | 
be, provided for the future residence of those In- || 


dians. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday | 


by Mr. Benton, was agreed to: 

" Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, the re- 
port of the expedition led by Lieutenant Abert on 


the Upper Arkansas and through the country of the | 


Cumanche Indians, in the fall of the year 1845. 


Mr. MANGUM moved that the Senate take up |! 
amotion to print a synopsis of treasury reports, || 


which had been laid on the table some weeks since. 


Mr. ATCHISON remarked that the subject had | 
been discussed at some length at the time when the | 


motion to print was laid on the table. His objection 
to the resolution to print was founded on the im- 


propriety of sanctioning the unauthorized employ- | 


ment of clerks by heads of departments. He trusted 


that the motion would continue to lie on the table, | 
and he called for the yeas and nays on the question 


to take it up. 


Mr. DAVIS hoped that the resolution would not | 


be taken up in the absence of the Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Evans,] who had, it appeared, taken 


the pains to inform himself thoroughly as to its | 


merits, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN understood that the ques- | 


tion was simply whether the person who had per- 
formed the labor was entitled to compensation. 
Mr. ATCHISON remarked that the individual 


A.) was not prepared to sanction such a procedure 
on the part of an officer of the Government as had 
originated this matter. If one clerk could be em- 
ployed without authority, so might fifty. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Berrien, Cass, Chalmers, 
John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Hannegan, Jarnagin, 
Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, More- 


head, Pearce, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Webster, and Wood- 
bridge —0. 


ton, Breese, Calhoun, Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, Davis, 


could prefer a claim for compensation; but he (Mr. | 


Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- || 








J une 9, 


: i , ust 
| Huntington, Jenness, Lewis, McDuffie, Miller, Niles. Pen’ 


| nybacker, Phelps, Speight, Turney, Upham, and Wy. 
cott—2QK. 

So the Senate refused to take up the resolution, 

The Senate considered the report of the Coy. 

mittee on Foreign Relations, asking to be dis. 
charged from the further consideration of the claim 
of the owners of the brig General Armstrong, and 
that the papers and documents in relation ther 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to strike 
out the resolution concluding the report, and inser: 
the following: , 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be request- 
ed to take proper measures again to bring this sul). 
ject before the Portuguese Government. 

| Mr. ATHERTON stated that the Commitiee 
on Foreign Relations had thought it best to leaye 
this business in the hands of those who held the 
management of our Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WEBSTER suggested that the proper 
course of procedure would be to refer the report to 

| the Secretary of State. 

Mr. ARCHER said that the object of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Jouy- 
son] was only to render attention to the case more 
imperative on the Department of State, and added 
some remarks relative to the justice and interestinz 
character of the claim. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that the form of amend- 
ment was rather unusual, and that the Senator 
from Massachusetts had suggested the proper 
course. The honorable gentleman was proceed 


to 


le 


| ing with some additional remarks, when he was 
interrupted by 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, who expatiaied 
at some length on the justice of the claim, 

Mr. ALLEN then remarked that he had not 
disputed the justice of the claim at all. He had 
only ventured to make a suggestion as to th 
proper course of procedure. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON could see no difficulty 
| or impropriety in the amendment. In his hum\e 
judgment the attention of the Secretary should bx 
invoked to the subject. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed, and that 
the Senate proceed to the special order of the day— 
the Post Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, that, beyond all question 
or doubt, the true course was to refer to the Secre- 
tary of State. He supposed that this was a just 
claim, but so were a great many others of a sim- 
| ilar character; and he thought that they ought to 
be cautious in taking up indiscriminate clains 
against foreign governments and making them 
matter of legislative interference. Such subjects 
belonged properly to the Executive department. 
It belonged to the Executive to represent the just 
claims of their citizens against foreign govern- 
ments. That was the usual and appropriate course; 
and he hoped that in this instance it would not be 
thought proper to depart from it. He objected to 
| the amendment, certainly not on account of any 
want of confidence in the justice of the claim, but 
because he did not wish to open the door to the 
practice of individuals seeking and obiaining an ex- 
pression of the opinion of Congress as to the va- 
lidity of their claims against foreign governments. 
| Ifso, where would it end? He thought that all 

the ends of justice would be attained by referring 
this matter to the Secretary of State. The expres- 
sion of their opinion would be thus inferentially 
given. Atall events, it would be given as far as 
was proper. ; 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON could see nothing im- 
proper in calling the attention of the Executive (0 
the case. If it were improper to do so, the preset! 

| would not be the first instance, by any means, |! 
which that had been done. But this was a mos! 
remarkable case. For a period of more than thirty 
| years these claimants had been seeking redress. 
he Senator from Massachusetts would perceive 
| that even the reference of the memorial and report 
| as proposed by him was, according to his view, 3! 
|| improper interference. 
| Ir. WEBSTER, Not at all. By 
‘| Mr. CLAYTON. If they could refer the opinion 
\| of the committee, why not the opinicn of the whol 
| body? Where was the difference? If the Senator 
|| b 
| 


elieved that this was a a claim against the Gov- 
|| ernment of Portugal, why not honestly say so? 

i} 

\} 


Mr. LEWIS insisted on his motion to post 
pone. 
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rs ARCHER said that the Senator from Mas- 


| 
| 
| 


sachusetts had represented this as a course of pro- | 


cedure without precedent. It was notso. There 
had been hundreds of such cases, 

Mr. W EBSTER. Name one. 

Mr. ARCHER could not at present name a 


ase, but if he had the records of the Committee 
oa Foreign Relations before him, he could refer to 
many similar cases referred to the State Depart- 
mnt. 
shes WEBSTER. And to be presented to for- 
eizn Governments? , 
Mr. ARCHER. Certainly. 
Mr. WEBSTER. I do not remember any such 


case. 
Mr. ARCHER made a few further remarks, | 
and then the motion to postpone being put and | 


awrecd to, the Senate proceeded to the special or- 
der of the day. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 


making appropriations for the service of the Post | 


Odice Department, for the year ending June 30, 
1847, when . 

Mr. NILES withdrew the amendment submitted 
by him a day or two ago, appropriating $25,000 
for steam mail service to Liverpool, England, and 
submitted the following: 

«“ And the Postmaster General is hereby autho- 
‘ rized to apply twenty-five thousand dollars of the 


‘ money appropriated for mail transportation for a | 


‘line of mail steamers from the United States to 
‘Bremen, and a further sum of twenty-five thou- 
‘sand dollars for a line of mail-steamers from the 
‘United States to Liverpool, in England; but no 
‘further sums shall be directed to any other ob- 


‘jects than the transportation of the mail within 


‘the United States.”’ 


Mr. NILES then said that he would request the 
attention of the Senate to a few remarks which he 
had to offer in explanation of the amendment. 


Mr. DAVIS requested the honorable Senator to 


state the general terms of the contract. 


Mr. NILES replied, that by the terms of the Bre- | 


men contract twenty trips were to be made annually 
to that port, touching at Cowes, at $350,000 per an- 
num fora term of four years. ‘The contractors were 
to furnish four steamships, each of a tonnage of fif- 
teen hundred tons. 
tion for the conveyance of the mails to Liverpool, 
embraced five steamships, making the same number 


The contract, in contempla- | 


of trips as to Bremen, each ship to be of two thou- 


sand tons or upwards. The Senate would under- 
stand that these contracts depended on the action of 
Congress, and that the appropriation was intended 
essentially, if not entirely, for the purpose of giv- 
ing the sanction of Congress to the contracts, as the 


money would not, in all probability, be wanted tll | 


next year. The Postmaster General considered 
this of great importance, and was not disposed to 
proceed further without having thus received the 
sanction of Congress. Altogether independent of 
is bearing on the general interests of the country, 
the project was of great importance viewed as an 
indirect means of securing to the Government in 
time of war the use of a steam navy. If anything 
was to be done, he was satisfied that action must 
be immediate. ‘The Cunard line was about to be 
duplicated, the trips to be made alternately from 
New York and Boston. That addition would, how- 
ever, probably depend upon the fact whether the 
American line were established or not. 
appear to be somewhat uncertain whether the Cu- 
nerd company would proceed in duplicating their 


It would | 
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cial importance. Its commerce had doubled within 
the last year. It was the terminus of many rail- 
roads which extended to various parts of Ge rmany ; 
and it was supposed that the business intercourse 


| of a large portion of Germany and Prussia, em- 
| bracing a population of forty or fifty millions, with 


this country, would centre at that point. That 


| would of course make Bremen the great mart in 


which the staples of this country would be ex- 
changed. 

With regard to the other route, every one was 
aware that the trade of the United States with the 


| port of Liverpool was very great, and the course 
¢ 8d 


| against them. 


of that trade would be accommodated a good deal 
to this line of steamers. The most valuable mer- 
chandise was now transported by these steamers, 
and the whole benefit of the transportation accrued 
to Great Britain. There was an urgent necessity 
for some legislation on that subject, and he had 
had the honor of reporting a bill to meet that de- 
sideratum. Letters sent by these steamers were 
subject to a postage of twenty-five cents, and all 
letters conveyed in private ships were subject to a 
ship postage of six cents. The United States re- 
ceived nothing of that postage. ‘They had no law 
for taking any postage on letters going to Europe 
or coming hither from Europe in private ships. is 
addition to all that, it was to be borne in mind that 
the United States were thus maintaining, by their 
money, ships which in time of war would be turned 
They were public ships, at least 
they were designed to become such at any time 
when it was deemed necessary. They were under 


| contract to be taken into the public service when | 


occasion required. And it was, therefore, intended 
that the ships to be employed by the United States 
in conveying the mail to Europe should be liable 


| at any time to be taken into the public service 
at the valuation of three competent appraisers. | 
| Whether they viewed this matter, therefore, with 


reference to the various matters connected with it 
in time of peace or as connected with the defence 


of the country, it appeared to him that by delay 


they not only abandoned a profitable enteprise to a 
rival = and neglected to avail themselves of a 
useful means of defence, but actually maintained 


| that which was at any time liable to be turned 


against them. j 
one of the highest importance. The danger of de- 
lay was manifest. If the ground was not speedily 
occupied, it was probable that very soon it would 
be impossible for them to enter upon it with hope 
of success. He therefore hoped that the sanction 


In every view of the subject, it was | 


of Congress would be given to this project. He | 


had stated the other day that it was the opinion of 
one of the contractors, Mr. Collins, of New York, 
a gentleman of great experience and intelligence, 
that the cost of constructing one of these steamships 
would not exceed the sum of $500,000, whereas 
those built by the Government, and less service- 


annual expense of keeping up a steamer of this 


line in ease of the establishment of the line now || 


contemplated by the Postmaster General. 
a word or two to say with regard to the importance 
of this line; and he hoped that he would receive a 
little more attention from the Senate than he had 


been so fortunate as to meet when he addressed it | 
In a commer- | 


on the same subject the other day. 


cial point of view the line to Bremen was not, per- | 


haps, so important as the other; but there were 
‘onnected with it numerous political advantages. 


‘To the people of Germany and Prussia the enter- | 


prise was one of great importance. ‘The Prussian 
Minister took a deep interest in it, and a special 
agent had been sent from Bremen for the express 
purpose of aiding in the completion of this work of 
commencing a direct communication between the 


United States and the German States, which would | 
S09 materially enlarge the commercial and political | 


intercourse, and extend the relations of both coun- 


He had || 


magnitude would be about $70,000—making an 
aggregate of $350,000 for the five steamers, which 
it was proposed to employ—about the sum desig- 
nated for this service. So that these steamships 
would be undoubtedly much cheaper than if the 
Government undertook to construct them, even 


| supposing that there was no return for the service. 
| But he had no doubt that when the system was 


| able, cost $750,000. It was also estimated that the | 


once in operation, it would be found to be attended | 


That was his opinion, 
formed after the best consideration which he had 
been able to give the subject. 


Mr. ALLEN then rose and said, that sensible 


| of the importance of this subject, he had turned it 


over in his mind with some care. As they were 
now at the starting point of a system, the end of 
which no one could foresee, he thought that it was 
very proper that they should examine the ground 
with no little caution. It was proposed to carry 


i the United States mail between New York and 


|| Liverpool to be carried. 


Liverpool. He had yet to learn that there was 
any United States mail between New York and 


| thing in existence as a United States mail between 


Liverpool and New York, New York and Liver- 
pool, or between any other ports. The foundation 
upon which this new system was based, was that 


| by no expense whatever—that the revenue would | 
| meet all the expenditure. 


He knew of no such | 


of creating, quietly and under the general power to | 
‘| regulate the post office, a steam navy, with a view 
\\ to the defence of the country, by patronizing par- 
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ticular companies of men in the construction and 
navigation of steamboats. Let them look at this 
project a little more closely. In order to be profit- 
able, it would be necessary to remove competition. 
Was it likely to effect that? Our inland mail trans- 
portation isa monopoly. Yet we are likely soon 
to have the post office expenditure saddled on the 
general treasury. It was, then, absurd to suppose 


| that, in the ocean, they could carry on the busi- 


‘of the ‘cheaper postage”’ 


| British lines. 


| why he would avoid the project. 


ness profitably. The honorable gentleman then 
went on to argue against the injustice of endowing 
a line from New York, to the exclusion of other 
ports. Boston, Philade Iphia, Charleston, New Or- 
leans, and all the chief cities on the coast, would 


_ be petitioning for the establishment of mail lines to 


Europe. And then, again, looking at the other 
end of the line, Liverpool would not satisfy the 
merchants. They would demand a line to the East 
Indies, to Buenos Ayres, and so on. It was un- 
just to those of our citizens in the interior, to turn 
a deaf ear to their calls for additional post offices, 
and bestow this immense patronage on lines to Eu- 
rope. The farmer had often fifteen or twenty miles 
to travel to the nearest post office, thus losing a 
day’s work. Why not establish post offices for 
the accommodation of their people in the imterior ? 
Besides, he was opposed to the Government enga- 
ging, in joint-stock concerns, which had already 
inflicted such evil on the country. He wished to 
keep this Government clear of all manner of con- 
nexion with human combinations—especially mo 
neyed combinations. ‘The example of Great Brit- 
ain had been pointed to. That was one reason 
Mr. A, proce d- 
ed at some length, and with much vehemence, to 
oppose the whole project of establishing the pro- 
posed steain communication with Great Britain for 
the conveyance of the mails. 

Mr. DAYTON had only a few words to say: 
and although not affecting a full knowledge of all 
the details, yet he could correct certain errors in 
point of fact of the Senator from Ohio. The mat- 
ter did not appear to him (Mr. D.) to call for great 
excitement. It was a simple matter of business. 
The Senator had said he did not know of any law 
recognising a United States mail to Liverpool. If 
that meant anything, it meant that the Govern- 
ment had no right to send a United States mail to 
Liverpool. It was too late to make such an objec- 
tion. By the act of March, 1845, the Postmaster 
General was authorized to contract for sending the 
mail to Liverpool. But the Senator said it was 
giving bounties to companies to override the ener- 
gies of individuals. ‘That was talking without the 
book. Did the Senator forget that this very con- 
tract was made with an individual by public adver- 
tisement? But they were told that they were about 
to give bounties to enable companies to compete 
with the British lines. Again: the Senator was 
talking without the book. Had he forgot that the 
postage was now enormous? And yet he talked 
of the British lines! 
Instead of increasing they would diminish the post- 
age to which American citizens were now subject- 
ed. Great Britain got about forty cents on every 
letter sent to this country, and the United States 
got nothing. That was what the Senator in his 
loose language called the cheaper postage of the 
The Senator spoke of a joint-stock 
partnership. How? Did it arise from the per- 
mission to take, if we wished, the steamer at a 
yaluation? That was altogether optional. The 
Senator had been altogether mistaken as to the 
matters of fact. Mr. D. then went on to describe 


‘the contract of the Government with Mr. Mills, 


for the purpose of refuting the allegation of the 


| Senator from Ohio, that the contract was equiva- 


lent to a joint-stock partnership. He then spoke 
of the vast advantages which would accrue from 
the establishment of the proposed line of steamers. 
It was idle to say that this and that point would 
need the same accommodation. The line united 
two important points in the two continents from 
which the mail would be distributed in the most 
extensive manner possible, not merely as a matter 
of post office revenue, but in view of the great and 
obvious commercial advantages which would flow 
from it. The proposed measure was one preémi- 
nently worthy of the favorable action of Congress. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that the amend- 
ment had a double aspect. Under existing laws, 
it might be doubtful whether Congress had the 
power of controlling the Postmaster General in the 
contract for the conveyance of the mails to Bre- 
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men. Nota word was said in the law about sub- 
mittine the contract to Congress for its approba- 
tion. He had made the contract as authorized. 
Though he (Mr. H.) thought the line to Bremen 
would be a failure, yet he was for carrying it Into 
eflect, if the contract was obligatory, having been 
fairly made. He would not hesitate in authorizing 
it, by making the appropriation. Tle hoped the 
would never come when the United States 
would refuse to fulfil its contracts. Whatever in- 
dividuals and States might do, he trusted that the 
fuith of the nation itself would never be disgraced 
and broken by a re fusal to comply with the obli- 
rations of a He wished the subject 


time 


contract, 
brought fully before the attention of Congress, in 
that a pect particularly. He thought that the line 
to stand was that between the two great commer- 
cial emporiums of the world—New York and Liv- 
erpo | lle was oppo ed to the line to Bremen, 
on the cround that it would be attended with sun- 
dvantages, which he pointe dout. ‘To the 
Cunard line, they were paying the enormous tax 
of from a million 


dry di 


half to a million and a 
juarter of dollars annually in postage and freight. 
hat line had 
greatly, that a duplication of the steamers was 
contemplated, Not only as a matter of expedi 
eney, but of profit, the establishment of the pro- 
posed line was demanded. He made these re- 
marks with a view of discovering whether they 
would establish two line With regard to 
the contractor, Mr. Collins, of New York, he was 
a venticman w ho, by ents rpr ac, ¢ Xp rience, and 
Intevrity, was 


prose 


honor on the country. 


and i 
: race 


MONEY had prospered sO 


Sor one, 


eminently fitted for the successful 
ution of the ] manner reflecting 
Prompt action was neces- 
eof the duplication of the Cunard 
line, contracters would not be so well disposed to 
work. ‘The contract for the line to 
Liverpool must be for a given time, and a sum 
r than that wanted. 


work ma 
iry, as, in cas 


enter on the 
much laa ‘Therefore, on the 
whole, as to the amendment, he could say, with 
erent cheerfulness, with rezard to the Bremen con- 
tract, that af not bound to carry it out, he was op 
posed to it, and would go for the Liverpool line. 
lf otherwise, then he thought the time had not ar- 
rived for two lines, 

Mr. SIMMONS thoucht that the Senator labor- 
ed under nsion with regard to the 


Some lisa} 


pyre hie 
I iit 


Bremen line ‘ Postmaster Gene ral Was au- 


thorized to make the contract for that line, as he 
was for that to Liverpool, which latter was not 
now under consideration. The Bremen contract 


made. Ele (Mr. 38.) had stated at the 
time that these appropriauons belonge d to the na- 


had een 


val bill, and the proposition was brought forward 
now supply to test the sense of Congress. Refer- 
ring to the remarks of the Senator from Ohio, 


| Mr. Anven,] he would ask if the very fact of the 
micrease of the steam navigation, Which was ab- 
irhing the conveyance of merchandise and pas- 


“ wae 
Sol Cis, Waals 


not the strongest argument in favor 
s taking such action as would secure to 


of this country a share in the busi- 


of Coneres 


the citizen 


Vir. DIX said he was unwilling to trespass on 
the attention of the Senate, and yet he could not 
consent to have the question take n without making 
afew remarks. The policy of contracting for the 
ition of the mail to foreign countries, 
under the direction of the Post Otiice De partment, 
was established by the act of the 3d of March last. 
tie should take that act for his Startng point, lie 
would not go beyond it for the examination of any 
question or power. lt authorized the Postmaster 
General to contract for the transportation of the 
United States mail between any of our ports and a 
port or ports of a foreign Power, whenever, in his 
epinion, the public interest would be promoted. 
All such contracts were to be made with citizens 
of the United States, and the mail to be transport- 
ed in American vessels, by American citizens, 
‘The act also contained a prevision, by which the 
Postmaster General, or Congress, were at liberty 
alany time to discontinue or terminate any line 
which might be established. Under this act the 
Postmaster General issued his advertisement for 
proposals for carrying the mails on various routes. 

tiere Mr. Dix read from a report of that officer, 
staung that, though authority was given to make 
private contracts, it had been thought best to adopt 


transport 


the usual mode, by public notice. Under the adver- | 


tusement a variety of propositions had been receiv- 


ed, and one, made by Mr. Edward Mills, of New | 


York, had been accepted. Mr. Mills proposed to 
run a line of steamers from New York to Bremen 
twice a month, touching at Cowes, with the privi- 
lege of going alternately to Havre. If the line was 
run regularly to Bremen, Mr. Mills was to receive 
$400,000 per annum for conveying the mails; if al- 
ternately to Havre, $350,000; and it was under- 
stood, if the arrangement should be concluded, the 
alternative would be adopted. Afier the time lim- 
ited by the advertisement for receiving bids or pro- 
posals, Mr. Edward K. Collins made a proposition 
to run a line from New York to Liverpool. Mr. 
Dix here referred to the Postmaster General’s re- 


asarecommendation from that officer to Congress in 
favor of it. 


Mr. Collins proposed to ran his ves- | 


sels, which were to be of 2,000 tons burden, with | 
engines of 1,000 horse power, to Liverpool, twice a | 


month for eight months, and once a month for the 
other four, for $385,000. 
the most active and intelligent merchants in New 
York; he was a man of large capital; he possessed, 


Myr. Collins was one of | 


in an eminent degree, the confidence of the com- | 
mercial community; and whatever he undertook | 


would be executed. 
look at the re spective advantages of these two 
routes, for the purpose of seeing what probability 
there was that the Government would be remune- 


Mr. D. said he would now | 


rated for the money to be paid in the performance | 


of this mail service. Bremen-Haven was at the 


| 


mouth of the Weser, which furnished an access | 


into the heart of northern Germany. 
chief outlet for the maritime commercial communi- 
cations of the Zoll Verein States. 


It was the | 
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as proposed by the chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, [Mr, Nites, ] 
They do not necessarily interfere. Our intercourse 
with Great Britain would alone sustain one, and 
he left it to Senators to judge whether, from the 
statistical details he had given, the Government 
would not be likely to be remunerated by the 
other. Mr. D. here referred to the Postmaster 
General’s report, to show that 600,000 letters were 
annually carried by the Cunard line to Boston. 


| About 1,000,000 passed through New York alone 


| had also a large number of steamers. 


to and from Europe, and over 3,000,000 passed 


|, annually between the United States and Europe. 
port, and read Mr. Collins’s proposition, as well | 


Commercial letters were supposed to average doy. 
ble postage, containing as many bills of exchanee 
invoices, &c. i 

There were considerations connected with the 
public defence which he would not overlook. The 
government had reserved, by the act of the 34 
March, the right to take the vessels on these lines 
at an appraisement, if it should want them for wor 
purposes. Great Britain covered the ocean with 
war-steamers, constructed and supported at her 
own expense. She had arrangements with con. 
panies for carrying her mails, putting afloat others 
which she could command in case of war. Franee 
She had 
some, he knew, in the Mediterranean—war-steam. 
ers of the first class, constructed and supported by 
the government, but carrying the mails and even 
carrying passengers to repay her the expense of 
keeping them ailoat. We proposed, by paying 


| for mail service to be performed, to oiler an induce- 


The vessels on || 


this line would touch at Cowes, carrying letters as || 


well as passengers to England. ‘They would go al- 
ternately to I lavre, carrying letters and passengers 
to the continent. So far as passengers were con- 
cerned, the Government had no interest in the mat- 
ter. ‘Lhe only question was, whether the Gov- 
ernment would be remunerated by postages on the 
letters sent by this route for the amount it would 
pay for mail service?) He should pass by the po- 
litical considerations of an important character in 
promoting a more intimate intercourse between us 
and countries between which and ourselves it was 


desirable that the best understanding should exist. | 
Liverpool, on the other hand, was the European ter- | 
minus of the great channel of commerciel inter- | 


course between the eastern and western 


hemi- | 


spheres. Mails would most advantageously follow | 


these channels. At least four-fifths of the letters 


passing between the two hemispheres were sup- | 


posed to be commercial, and between any two 
countries they would bear a just proportion to the 
extent of their intercourse. He would now see 
What this was. In 1844 and 1845, that is, the year 
terminating the 30th of June, 1845, the value of 
our Imports was as follows: 

From England. .......+..ceee+ $44,687,859 


From France on the Atlantic.... 20,181,537 
k'yom the Lanse towns, of which 

Br€Men WAS ONC.<cscccccecese 2,919,537 
The two latter combined gave.. 23,094,074 


Little more than haif the value of our ln ports 
from England. 
exports was as follows: 


In the same year the value of our | 


‘L’'o England, $46,286,178; to France on the Atlan- 
tic, $14,322,685; and to the Hanse ‘Towns, $4,945,- | 


120. ‘The two latter combined, gave $19,267,805; 
less than half the value of our exports to England, 
‘There was one item in which our export to the 
Hanse ‘Towns exceeded that to England: we 
carried to the former 46,460 hogsheads of tobacco, 
and only 26,111 hogsheads to England. Looking, 
then, to the commercial intercourse of the coun- 
tries lerminauing or lying upon the two routes, he 
should say the Government would be most likely 
to be remunerated for its expenditure for mail ser- 
vice on the Liverpool line. 
ably be safe, looking to pecuniary returns alone. 
But the arrangement had been made for the Bre- 
men line. Expectation had been strongly excited 
in the Zoll Verein States, between which and 
ourselves attempts had been more than once un- 
successfully made to put our commercial relations 


ona footing of greater intimacy; and if the pro- | 


posiuon should not now be sanctioned, it would 


undoubtedly be a source of great disappointment. | 


Hie would not say the Government was absolutely 
lg 


pledged, as the proposal had been accepted on the 


condition that an appropriation should be made by 
Congress, and the appropriauion was necessary to 
perfect it. 


But he believed both lines might stand, |! 


ment to individuals to build steamers at their own 
expense, which might become war-steamers. They 


might be regarded as a substitute for public armed 


pared for us, in case of emergency. 


vessels. We might thus have a steam navy pre- 


We should 


| save the outlay for construction, save the annual 


interest on the outlay; save the annual expense of 
maintaining them; and save the gradual decay and 
loss of the principal. ‘The cost of these vessels 
built by individuais would be about two-thirds the 


| cost of those built by the Government, though 


equally good (such was the difference between pub- 
lic and private economy;) and if we should take 
them we should save this difference in the cost. 
Under the appropriation now to be made there 
would be no immediate expenditure. The appro- 
priation was asked to sanction the arrangement. 
‘Lime would be required to build these vessels. And 
the government would pay nothing until the mail 


| service had been actually performed. 


Finally, if it should prove an unprofitable ar- 
rangement, it might be abandoned. If Congress 
Was to act at all, it must act now. Arrangements 


| were on foot to duplicate the Cunard line, by send- 


ing a semi-monthly steamer to New York. If we 


| established a line to Liverpool, these arrangements 


would be abandoned This was well understood. 
We now pay, as Senators have stated, a million 
and a half of dollars to British steamers for the 


| transportation of passengers and letters, and for 


| He desired to see it continued. 


It would unquestion- | 


| ing a certain service. 


freight. Were we willing to pay another equal 
sum for the purpose of sustaining British steamers, 
training their officers, and making them familiar 
with our coast and ports? He had no desire to 
say a word in discouragement of the familiar inter- 
course which existed between the two countries. 
But when we might 
without loss enlist our own private capital ina great 
measure of public defence, it seemed to him unwise 
to let the opportunity pass. It was literally our 
only opportunity; for if the Cunard line should 
once be doubled, we could only do at a serious 
sacrifice what we could now do without loss. It 
had been said by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. At- 
LEN] that this was a proposition to enter into & 
partnership with privileged companies, or particu- 
lar individuals, for the construction of steamers. 
The Senator appeared to him to misapprehend the 
matter. We proposed to have no concern in the 
construction of these vessels. They were to be 
built with private capital. We had nothing to 
do with them till they were built. And then we 
were only to pay them a certain sum for perform- 
i There was no more part 
nership in the transaction than there was between 
the Government and a contractor who carried the 


| mail in his coach on the land. They stood on pre 


{| 


cisely the same footing, and there was to be ne 


more connexion between the parties in the one 
case than in the other. 
One word for the city of New York. She had 
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